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Reflection 
By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 


SAT by her bed; 
| We had prayed, we had read, 
And we talked of our Saviour’s great 
love; 
How He came from the sky, 
Came to suffer and die, 
And some day would take us above. 
“We see Jesus each day,” 
Then she ventured to say, : 
“And He sees us, now doesn’t He, 
Mother?” 
“We see Him, blessed thought, 
But our eyes see Him not 
In the way that we see one another.” 
“But I see Him,” said she, 
“Just as plain as can be.” 
“And just how does He look, tell me 
true?” 
She was silent, and then 
As she smiled once again, 
“Mother, I think He looks — just like 
you.” 
Oh, what prayer filled my heart, 
And I felt the tears start 
As I thought of how weakly I live, 
How impatient I get, 
How I worry and fret, 
And I prayed, “Blessed Father, forgive ! 
Fill my life with Thy power 
Every day, every hour, 
That the eyes of this child, watching 
me 
As I live, as I pray, 
By Thy Spirit each day 
May indeed catch a vision of Thee.” 


Religion and Christianity 

What kind of religion is most popu- 
lar? Always the brand that teaches 
man that he can save himself by his own 
good works. It is very generally true 
that if a book, a teacher, or a system 
gains widespread popularity among the 
masses, the teaching set forth falls short 
of, or departs from, the old-fashioned, 
New Testament Gospel, which tells man 
that he is a helpless, lost sinner, but 
that there is full and free salvation for 
him in Christ. Under the heading of 
“Religion,” Time (April 24) discussed the 
present trend toward religious things, 
and as evidence reports that “five major 
studios, at present, are planning from 
one to four religious pictures each, some 
of them with royal budgets.” In the 
brief descriptions of these screen dramas, 
such words as “convent,” “nun,” “father” 
so-and-so, “rosary,” “saint,” and other 


book in the world, because it re- 
veals and leads to the satisfying 
Christ, Jehovah-Jesus. Like Himself, it 
is inexhaustible. In His last long talk 
with His own, He told them that to the 
obedient He would reveal Himself, and 
on them He enjoined prayer in His 
name; for heart-communion implies not 
only union, but communication each to 
the other, — intimate breathings that sat- 
isfy the longing soul and keep away. that 
terrifying experience, loneliness. Mil- 
lions are suffering from this now, even 
among those who have heard of Christ. 
To them He means little or nothing. 
How is it with us? To Abraham God 
revealed Himself as El Shaddai, the 
Satisfying God; and Christ is the mani- 
festation of the Father; while the Spirit 
manifests both to the redeemed. 
One comforting thought is that the 
God we love gives much attention to 
His people. They Gre never out of His 


"Tv Bible is the most satisfying 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Our God whom we ser is able 
to deliver us” (Dan. 3:17). 




















Roman Catholic terms are quite promi- 
nent. “As man is involved in anguish 
and death,” says the writer, “he turns 
to the sources of his spiritual strength.” 
But for many these sources are nothing 
but shifting sand. It is extremely 
doubtful whether any of the past or 
present pictures mentioned in Time’s 
three columns gives a clear idea of the 
true Gospel, and it is quite evident that 
most do not. Besides, the atmosphere of 
a moving picture theater does not pro- 
mote obedience to God’s command to 
Israel, “Break up your fallow ground: 
for it is time to seek the Lord, till 
he come and rain righteousness upon 
you” (Hos, 10:12). If men are looking 
for “sources of . . . spiritual strength,” 
then let us do all we can to give them, 
not a desolating substitute, but the Good 
News of salvation by faith alone in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 


Sunshine and Shadow 


mind; during the ages past it has al- © 


ways been so, and whom He once loves 
He never loses. 

Psalm 40 begins with a man just out 
of a slimy pit, and singing. The same 
Psalm ends with the same man breath- 
ing into the ear of his deliverer, “I am 
poor and needy.” Life is like that: pits 
and deliverances, shadow and sunshine, 
perplexities and guidance follow each 
other till we reach the Land where is 
no night, no pain, no shadow. What a 
song each redeemed one will have to 
sing! And the theme of every song 
there will be the glory of the Lamb, 


bearing the marks of His sacrificial 


death, yet alive for evermore. 

“Poor and needy!” That is the plea 
we may bring every day, for earth yields 
no sustenance to the inner life of a be- 
liever. He must have the Bread of Life 
and Water of Life every day, and Christ 
is the only source of supply. Yonder, 
the thirst and hunger will be over for 
ever, and in these bitter days of strife 
and anguish on earth it is comforting to 
remember that those who have already 
reached Home are out of sound of all 
that could distress or disturb. 

But all kinds of need are met by Him 


who undertook to bring many sons to 
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glory: “My God shall supply all your 
need,” — this may be regdered, “fill up 
all your hollows,”—not, according to 
your sense of need, but, “according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” — 
a bank that will never break, a river 
that will never dry up. But the Psalm- 
ist who began by waiting “patiently for 
the Lord,” and ends with pleading pov- 
erty and need, has a marvelous conso- 
lation given to him: “Yet the Lord 
thinketh upon me.” His title here is 
“Adonai,” Lord or Master, used only as 
a divine title, and it is a plyral word. 
Every title given to God in the Old 
Testament is significant, and a study of 
them leads to adoration when each is 
considered in its context. Here we have 
the Three-in-one God thinking on the 
poor and needy man! “What is man, 
that: thou art mindful of him?” Poor 
and needy folk are not wanted on earth; 
they are often regarded as, in the way, 
a nuisance. But the Lord of love, the 
supreme Master who, as “Omnipotence, 
hath servants everywhere,” occupies 
Himseif with them. 


“Thinketh upon” here indicates busy- 
ing Himself with weaving or plaiting 
the pattern of their lives. The weaver 
in making a carpet knows the pattern: 
the underside is a mass of indefinite 
colors and ends, but the weaver keeps 
on weaving, and the Lord does, too! 
There are dark threads, many apparently 
impossible to do any good, but the New 
Testament version of this is, “All things 
work together for good to them that 
love God.” A thread of bitter sorrow or 
cruel disappointment, a lifelong, linger- 
ing pain of heart (as an aching tooth is 
to the physical) ,— these have their pur- 
pose and still the weaver'keeps on weav- 
ing. 

Being kept waiting is one of the 
threads that irks us sorely. “Make no 
tarrying, O my God,” breathes the man 
who could say, “I delight to do thy will,” 
yet evidently he was kept waiting. It 
is a cruel lie when would-be comforters 
tell. sufferers that their woe must be on 
account of some special sin on their 
part. Of course there are some trials 
sent for this reason, but Scripture is 
clear that “this sickness” is sent “for 
the glory of God,” “neither hath this 
man sinned, nor his parents: but that 
the works of God should be made mani- 
fest in him” (the man born blind). 


A lady of much Christian experience 
and work had a serious operation. Her 
surgeon, when she was recovering, said 
to her, “You must have been a wicked 
woman to have had this” (a tumor). 
But she was a match for him. With 
shining eyes she said, “Oh, no! My 
God is too just to punish two people 
for the same sin—all my sins were 
borne by my substitute, Christ.” 

God’s people are getting a great deal 
of Fatherly training from Him,—one 
hears of it on every hand; but it is all 
sent in tender love and grace to perfect 
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the characters of His Son’s companions 
in the great Future, to prepare them 
for responsibilities in His everlasting 
Kingdom, for fitting in to the appointed 
place He is preparing for them. 


What a prospect! And it is for every 
one who can say, “Thou art my helpand 
my deliverer; ...O my God”! That 
little word “my” means so much! With- 
out it, all is dark and dreary, lonely 
and sad and hopeless. With it is de- 
liverance, in measure as He sees good 
down here, and absolute and perfect 
when he calls us Home, one by one or 
en masse when the trumpet of 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4 sounds. 


What a day that will be! When, as 
steel filings are attracted by a magnet 
and lifted, so those who, by the new 
birth have affinity with Christ, will in 
a moment be _lifted,—raised or trans- 
figured, — to the air to meet Him. 

“Make no tarrying, O my God”! 


To My Bible 
By the late Robert Waite Fuller, D.D. 


LOVE thee, sacred Volume, 
With fondness o’er thee bend; 
I love thee well, my Bible, 
My old, my faithful friend. 


The time I still remember — 

Long years since then have flown— 
When, first upon my vision, 

Thy truths in glory shone. 


Since then how many shadows 
Have crossed my earthly lot; 

But all of earth’s sad changes, 
Dear Book, have changed thee not. 


From friends of earlier days 
I’m wide asunder thrown; 
And in the prime of manhood 

I feel almost alone. 


Disease -hath laid its hand, too, 
Upon this feeble form, 

And o’er my once. glad homestead, 
Hath burst affliction’s. storm. 


But oh! thou guiding pillar, 
All bright with Jesus’ name, - 
*Mid scenes of change and darkness, 
Thou still hast been the same. 


Sweet through each lonely valley, 
Thy peaceful rays were shed; 

Sweet in the silent chamber, 
Where lay the sheeted dead. 


Sweet in.thy sacred pages, 
The Saviour’s form has shone, 

And pointed from earth’s trials, 
To Heaven’s eternal throne. 


I love thee, sacred Volume, 
With fondness o’er thee bend; 

I love thee well, my Bible, 
My old, my faithful friend. 


(Reprinted by request, from the TrmeEs 
for June 8, 1935.) 


September 9, 1944 


Notes on Open Letters 


Sholem Asch and the * 
Hebrew Press 


In the leading editorial which re- 
viewed Sholem Asch’s book, “The Apos- 
tle,” in the Times for June 24, was this 
statement: “For there seems to be no 
protest of consequence from the Jews 
themselves.” A correspondent has taken 
exception to this, calling the Editor’s 
attention to the review of the same book 
which appeared in the June issue of 
Our Hope. Mr. Asch had granted an 
interview to the Christian Herald, in 
which he said: 

“For Jesus Christ to me is the outstand- 
ing personality of all time, all history, 
both the Son of God and son of man. 
Anything he ever said or did has a value 
for us today, and that is something you 
can say of no other man, alive or dead. 
He became the light of the world. Why 
shouldn’t I, a Jew, be proud of. that?” 
Our Hope reported that “Opinion, the 

Jewish journal edited by Rabbi Wisé, 
has taken Mr. Asch severely to task for 
this utterance.” . Then followed several 
paragraphs from. the Jewish journal 
which are exceedingly critical of Mr. 
Asch’s attitude toward Christ. 


“The Apostle” has excited more op- 
position than at first appeared. Mr. 
Kligerman, writing in the Hebrew Chris- 
tian Quarterly, declares that an abusive 
tirade has come from almost every quar- 
ter of the Yiddish press. Ordinarily 
when a prominent Jew falls into some 
scandal his lapse is ignored, and when 
a Jewish fraud like Moses Guibbory sets 
himself up as Jehovah and attacks. Chris- 
tian beliefs, little or nothing is said of 
it. But when Sholem Asch presents the 
great apostle in an honorable light the 
sparks begin to fly. Abraham .Kahan, 
editor of the Jewish Daily Forward, has 
for twenty years bought Mr. Asch’s writ- 
ings. as. fast-as he could get them, and 
eulogized him as his paper’s most famous 
contributor. Now he reviles him in his 
editorial columns as an apostate. Yet 
he himself is an atheist who in the past 
has staged banquets for unbelieving 
Jews on the Day: of Atonement to the 
great distress of-believing Jews. 

Rabbi Wise also casts Mr. Asch ‘out 
of the synagogue, metaphorically speak- 
ing. “He has ceased to be’a Jew!” 
Spinoza, Heine, Matx, Freud, Einstein, 
and multitudes of others repudiate the 
Old Testament and the God of Israel. 
They -are feted as bright particular stars 
of Jewry. But Christian Jews, as St. 
Paul and the apostles, Neander; Her- 
schel, Disraeli, and Schereschevsky, are 
labeled “not Jews,” as is also a great 
writer like Mr. Asch; who writes fairly 
of the two greatest figures ‘in not only 
Jewish but human history, the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His great apostle. What un- 
reason | 
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Sunday Is Not Enough 


What the teacher can do outside of the Sunday school hour 


By ESTHER MILLER PAYLER 


learn to read and write if he de- 

voted only one hour a week, or 
less, to such learning. However, you 
may be asking the Sunday school to 
accomplish the equally important task 
of Christian training in one hour on 
Sunday morning. 


As a teacher of a class of any age 
group, do you feel you are doing your 
duty when you attend Sunday school 
and teach your class a carefully pre- 
pared lesson? As a parent, do you send 
your child to Sunday school and never 
go with him or see that he puts in any 


Yew ‘wouldn’t expect a child to 


outside time in Bible study? That Sun- 


day school hour is not enough; it is 


only the beginning. As a teacher or 
parent, you may excuse yourself by 


saying there are other agencies in the 
church, such as young people’s societies, 


‘missionary groups, clubs, and church 


services. Perhaps some of your chil- 
dren have the advantage of home train- 
ing and weekday religious education in 
public or private schools. Yet the fact 
remains, if the Sunday school is going 
to maintain its place as a leader in Chris- 
tian education, it must add to that all- 
important hour on Sunday morning. 


How supplement the Sunday school 
hour? What more can we do? These 
are questions which this article attempts 
to answer from the experience of other 
teachers and classes. 


Tue INROADS OF WAR AND WAR WoRK 


A class of young men between the 
ages of eighteen and twenty-four had 
to find a solution to the problem forced 


‘upon it by the fact that a fourth of 


their number were in the armed forces, 
and another fourth were in war work 
and sometimes had to work on Sunday 
mornings. To keep up interest in the 


Sunday school, the teacher and boys 


agreed on a weekday meeting hour 
which was convenient to the greatest 
number. The meeting opened with a 
short devotional period led by one of 
the boys, each boy taking a turn. Then 
there was a discussion period on some 
practical question of everyday Christian 
living, suggested by the outline of the 
previous Sunday’s lesson, which the 
teacher gave, or the review of a cur- 
rent religious book or article, by either 
the teacher or a pupil. Light refresh- 
ments were served. The discussion often 
went far into the social hour. The 
teacher acted as guide only, letting the 
boys take the active part in the discus- 
siorr. 


To keep the soldiers interested a quar- 
terly was sent to them, and also the 


members of the class took turns in send- 
ing a weekly class letter, telling the 
class news, and including a church bul- 
letin. Birthday cards were sent; also 
holiday cards. When these soldiers re- 
turn they won’t feel they are returning 
to a strange class and Sunday: school, 
for the contact has never been broken. 


GETTING THE PARENTS’ HELP 


If you are a teacher of school-age chil- 
dren, you may be able to get some home- 
work done by your pupils, but make it 
a small amount, as the children have 
other homework. To secure parental 
co-operation on homework, it is a good 
plan to hold a parents’ night, when you 
invite parents and pupils to a get-to- 
gether and explain your aims; or better, 
make a brief call on the parents in their 
homes. 

LEARNING BY DOING 


Projects suitable to the age of your 
pupils is another way of supplementing 
the Sunday lessons and giving them a 
practical application. “Learn by doing” 
is the theory of the project. Christian 
principles become .a living reality to 
your pupils through their application to 
life situations. 

With the help of your pupils, make 
out a list of things they can do in Chris- 
tian service. You could repeat with a 
class of Juniors every Sunday for a 
year: “Be kind to one another,” and it 
would not mean so much to them as if 
each child made a scrapbook and went 
with you to visit the crippled children 
at a hospital and gave them each a 
book. 

A teen-age girls’ class collected cloth- 
ing and delivered it to needy families. 
After the trip, one girl, who had a ten- 
dency to be dissatisfied, remarked: “You 
won’t hear me complaining about my 
home any more. I never realized how 
lucky I am.” 

Two Intermediate classes sing one 
Sunday afternoon each month at an 
old people’s home. Each member of a 
women’s Bible class has a “sister-pal” 
in a widows’ home. Once a month, on 
a weekday afternoon, the class goes to 
the widows’ home and each one spends 
some time with her “sister-pal,” and 
takes her a small gift on holidays. Then 
they have refreshments in a group, and 
a social hour with the inmates of .the 
home. 4 

A men’s Bible class has a county 
home secretary. Whenever the members 
of the class have worn neckties, or 
clothing they no longer need, they turn 
it over to this secretary. .They also give 
the secretary any magazines, books, or 
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games, which they no longer have use 
for. Once a quarter, the men take their 
gifts, visit the home in a body, and put 
on a Sunday afternoon devotional pro- 
gram, especially for the old men of the 
county home. 

A young women’s class meets monthly 
at different homes. After a devotional 
and discussion period, they sew. It is 
surprising how much they accomplish 
in a year, besides having a social time 
and strengthening their spiritual life. 
Last year they made several complete 
layettes for a colored settlement house. 
They made five dozen dolls and stuffed 
animals for two nursery schools, and 


» several dozen dresses and aprons for 


needy cases in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. 

Experience shows that if a teacher 
once gets a project started, and. keeps 
up the interest by personal contact be- 
tween the pupils and beneficiaries, the 
interest will grow. The pupils must 
feel it is their personal responsibility, 
and then they will see further need as 
a challenge to them. 


THE VALUE oF REPORTS 


If interest lags, or when something 
definite is accomplished, one of Ahe class 
members can make a report to the church 
school as a whole, during opening or 
closing exercises. This not only stimu- 
lates the morale of the class but en- 
courages other classes to do likewise. 

This was the case recently when a 
young women’s class undertook their 
first project, making and dressing fifty 
dolls for a settlement nursery. The dolls 
were displayed at the opening exercises 
of the church school. A member ex- 
plained how they were made and to 
whom they were going. Two other 
classes in the church school, inspired by 
this display, organized for work. The 
young women of the class were stimu- 
lated by the recognition and, when they 
delivered the dolls to the nursery, found 
there was need for volunteer workers, 
and each volunteered to give a day a 
month to help in the nursery. This per- 
sonal contact will keep their interest 
fresh, and they will not drift from 
church work. 

Special services and programs are 
weekday work which even the youngest 
classes can undertake. Last year the 
most impressive ‘part of our opening 
program on Christmas Sunday in the 
school was a pantomime of the Christ- 
mas story acted out by the Primary 
children. 

A new teacher of a class of high school 
boys could not get the interest of the 
group during the Sunday school hour. 
He invited them to a hike and wiener 
roast the following Saturday. During 
that fellowship he told them of groups 
of underprivileged boys, that one of the 
downtown churches entertained on hikes 
and outings on Saturday afternoons. He 


told of the urgent need for leaders of - 


high school age, since so many of the 
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older leaders were in the Army. As he 
had hoped, the boys volunteered, and 
three-quarters of them now spend their 
Saturday afternoons acting as leaders 
for these groups. The teacher’s prob- 
lem of getting attention on Sunday is 
solved, and these big boys are getting 
training in Christian leadership, as well 
as fulfilling an immediate need in the 
community. 


As a teacher, don’t suggest the project. 
Interest the pupils in the work, and then 
let them volunteer. 


James said: “Faith without works is 
dead.” ‘Those who use projects would 
agree, and add that works stimulate 
faith, increasing attendance and inter- 
est in the church school. 


Crass MEETINGS 


Meetings of classes outside the church 
school at intervals of a week, two weeks, 
or a month, help to increase the effec- 
tiveness of the Sunday morning hour. 
There are so many discussions which 
you do not have time for on Sunday; 
there are books to review, and so many 
questions to be asked and answered on 
how to live the Christian life, which can 
make these meetings interesting and 
helpful, Getting better acquainted and 
centering the social life in the Sunday 
school are always desirable by-products 
of such meetings. However, the teacher 
must see that the meetings do not de- 
teriorate into mere social diversion, but 
that there is a definite spiritual tone, 
stimulated by devotions and study, as 
well as work and fellowship. 


A teacher of a young married couples’ 
class invites them to his home, one 
couple at a time, for dinner and the eve- 
ning. Thus teacher and pupils become 
better acquainted, and in thus gaining 
their confidence, there is often oppor- 
tunity for testimony and Christian guid- 
ance. 


A teacher of any age group could use 
this individual invitation idea to be- 
come better acquainted with her pupils. 

Visiting the pupils is a part of a Sun- 
day school teacher’s duties. Calls on the 
telephone and postals are good, but 
nothing quite takes the place of visit- 
ing in the homes of pupils, where there 
is absence or sickness. A prompt checkup 
on absences will prevent that drifting 
which is so ruinous to attendance and 
which loses so many workers to the 
church. Sometimes a visit reveals that 
there is a misunderstanding which can 
easily be cleared up, or it makes the 
pupil feel he is really missed and makes 
him more anxious to come. 

Of course, all these suggested ways of 
supplementing the Sunday morning hour 
take the time, effort, and thought of the 
teacher. Perhaps you are wondering 
how you can possibly manage, in this 
crowded time when there are all sorts 
of demands on your time, and tire short- 
ages and gas rationing make going more 
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difficult. A busy time is a time in which 
to take stock and list first things first 
and eliminate the lesser. Nothing can 
be more important ‘to us than the cause 
of Christ and His Church. Keeping the 
church in the right spiritual state is im- 
portant in winning the war and in mak- 
ing effective the peace that is to come. 
The Sunday school feeds the church. 
Sunday school is therefore of first im- 


‘portance. If the Sunday school does not 


train Christian leadership, where will 
the future church come from? 


Hitler, in his campaign to kill the 
church, recognizes this, for his policy 


Seeking and Finding. 
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in occupied countries, reported from 
authentic sources, is to allow older peo- 
ple to go to church if they wish, but 
to keep youth busy otherwise and pre- 
vent their training and church connec- 
tions. Thus it will take only time to 
kill the church for want of young mem- 
bers and leaders. 

Every bit of time, effort, and prayer- 
ful thought. you can put into Sunday 
school work will be well expended, for 
how can you better accomplish the pur- 
pose of every Christian, which is to 
know Him and make Him known? 


CINCINNATI. 


A Rally Day service for the Sunday school 


OPENING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Enter into his sanctuary” (2 

Chron. 30:8). 

“All ye, assemble yourselves, ‘and 
hear” (Isa. 48:14). ; 

“Hear ye now what the Lord saith” 
(Mic. 6:1). 

“Seek those things which are above” 
(Col. 3:1). 7 x 

“The Lord ... shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart” (Psa. 37:4). 

“The Lord shall open unto thee his 
good treasure” (Deut. 28:12). 

“And thou shalt ‘be blessed” (Luke 
14:14). 


Opentnc Hymn—“O Hear the Saviour’s 
Gracious Words.” 
(Tune, “I Heard the Voice of Jesus 
Say.”) 

© hear the Saviour’s gracious words, 
“Seek, seek, and ye shall find”; 

And know that you may surely have 
The things Christ had in mind; 

For, as an earthly father gives 
His child good things in love, 

Our Heavenly Father waits to give 
His best things from above. 

Full well He knows we cannot take 
The gifts.His love .imparts 

Until we truly long for them 
And seek with all our hearts; 

But then..we find, for this we know, 
Who in His love believe, 

He is more ready far'to give 

- Than we are to receive. 

‘Then seek, and ye shall find, indeed, 
The things Christ counts as best, 

The things He holds for us above, 
That life be greatly blessed 

With. wealth that naught can take away, 
Nor time can mar or dim; 

For all the riches -of God's grace 
God. freely gives with Him. 


OPENING PRAYER. 
’ Seeking Forgiveness for the Soul 
Scriprure RESPONSES: 
Leader—“Think on these things” (Phil. 
4:8). 
“God .... now commandeth all men 


every where to repent” (Acts 17:30). 
“For that. all have sinned” 
5:12). 


(Rom. 


By MARY BRAINERD SMITH 


“But there is forgiveness with thee, 
...O Lord” (Psa. 130:4, 3). 


School—“Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy” (Heb. 4:16). 


Leader—“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 
7:7). 


Boys—“For with the Lord there is 
mercy” (Psa. 130:7). 


Girls—“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins” (1 John 1:9). 


Boys—“For he will abundantly pardon” 
(Isa. 55:7). 


Girls—“Who forgiveth all thine iniqui- 
ties” (Psa. 103:3). 


Leader—“Blessed is he whose transgres- 
sion is forgiven” (Psa. 32:1). , 


Primary Hymn—“God Gives What Is 
Best.” 
(Tune, “Away.in a Manger”) 


We have God’s own promise that He will 
supply 

All things that we need from His riches 
on high; 

And a is so wise that He knows what is 


So loving, He gives all that makes our 
lives blest. 
We, as His own children, may come to 
Him then, 
And ask Him each day for His good gifts 
again; 
And then what He sends, as we trust 
Him, we know 
Will be the best things that His love can 
bestow. , 
Primary REcITATION—“Seek Jesus.” 
1. Who sought the Baby Jesus, 
By angel’s message sent? 
2. The shepherds did, and found Him, 
- Por in trae faith they went. 
3. Who sought the little Jesus, 
By heavenly guiding led? 
4. The wise men did, and found Him, 
For faith their footsteps sped. 
5. Who sought the Man Christ Jesus, 
And help from Him received? 
6. The sick and blind and needy, 
Because they, too, believed. 
7. And we who now seek Jesus 
Know we shall find Him, too, 
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Lesson for September 24 


As we come earnest-hearted, 
In loyal faith and true. 


Seeking Wisdom for the Mind 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“Incline thine ear unté wisdom, 
and apply thine heart to understand- 
ing” (Prov. 2:2). 


School—“Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore get wisdom” (Prov. 4:7). 


Leader—Search “for her as for hid treas- 
ures” (Prov. 2:4). 
“And he that seeketh findeth” (Matt. 
7:8). 


Boys—“If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God” (Jas. 1:5). 


Girls—“For the Lord giveth wisdom” 
(Prov. 2:6). 


Boys—“God . . . giveth-to all men liber- 
ally” (Jas. 1:5). 


Leader—“Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom ... for the merchandise of it 
is better than the merchandise of sil- 
ver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold” (Prov. 3:13, 14). 


Juniok HymNn—“Finding Treasures.” 

(Tune, “As with Gladness Men of Old.”) 
Precious things of wealth untold, 
Stores of silver and of gold, 
God hides oft within the ground, 
Till by seeking they are found. 
In His Word He’s hidden, too, 
Riches that He means for you. 
Search the Scripture’s precious store, 
As the miner digs for ore, 
Finding wisdom not of earth, 
Far above a ruby’s worth. 
Search, and you will surely find 
Treasures to enrich the mind. 
Search the Scriptures every day, 
Search, and find there hidden away, 
Like a pearl within its shell, 
Promises that fears dispel. 
Search, and find God’s words impart 
Treasures to enrich the heart. 
Search the Scriptures, finding there 
Christ, its chiefest Treasure rare, 
Through whom God makes wealth abound 
In each life where He is found. 
Search, and find what Christ will do 
To enrich all life for you. 


Junior RecitaTion—“The Rewards of 
Seeking.” 
1. “Seek ye out the book of the Lord, 
and read” (Isa. 34:16). 
“It giveth understanding unto ‘the 
simple” (Psa. 119: 130). 
“How much better is it to get wis- 
dom than gold” (Prov. 16:16). 


2. “Seek for all the commandments of 

the Lord your God” (1 Chron. 28:8). 

“In keeping of them there is great 
reward” (Psa. 19:11). 


3. “Seek good, and not evil” (Amos 
5:14). 

“Do good, ... and your reward shall 
be great, and ye shall be the children 
of the Highest” (Luké’ 6:35). 

4. “Seek those things which are above” 
(Col. 3:1). ' 

“An inheritance ... that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 
Pet. 1:4). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


5. “Seek. that ye may excel” (1 Cor. 14: 
12). 
“Till we all come... unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulriess of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). 


Seeking Strength for the Spirit 
ScrRrIPTuRE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“Meditate upon these things” 
(1 Tim. 4:15). 


“Thy strength is small” (Prov. 24: 
10). 


“And the work is great” (1 Chron. 
29:1). 


School—“If I speak of strength, lo, he is 
strong” (Job 9:19). 


Leader — “Seek the Lord and his 
strength” (1 Chron. 16:11). 
“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 7: 
2). 


Girls—“The Lord will give strength unto 
his people” (Psa. 29:11). 


Boys—“He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength” (Isa. 40:29). 


Leader—“Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in thee ...O Lord” (Psa. 
84:5, 8). 

“For in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength” (Isa. 26:4). 


Hymn—“Seek Ye My Face.” 
(Tune, “The Son of God Goes Forth to 
War.”) 


“Seek ye my face,” in days of old 
The Psalmist heard God speak; 

And, in a glad response, he cried, 
“Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” 

And seeking thus, he then could say, 
“I find in God my light,” 

A light that never fails, but makes 
Life’s pathway ever bright. 

And, as continually he looked 
To God, he found it true 

That in the Lord lay all his strength 
And his salvation, too; 

For God had pardoned all his sin, 
In mercy and in grace, 

And had restored his soul again, 
As he had sought God’s face. 

And as we, like the Psalmist, seek 
God’s face, we find today 

That God will be our light, to guide 
Our footsteps lest we stray; 

That He, the one almighty God, 
Our daily strength will be, 

And our selvation from this day 
To all eternity. 


INTERMEDIATE RECITATION—“God Seeking.” 


1. It was only one sheep of the flock that 
was lost, 
But for that one the Good Shepherd 
sought; 
And when He had found it, He greatly 
rejoiced, : 
As back home to the fold it was brought. 


2. It was only one coin that the woman had 
lost, 
But she sought it that day with great 


care; 
And her joy was so great when she found 
it at last, 
That she called in her neighbors to 
share. 


3. It was only one son who was lost from 
the home, 
But the father in ceaseless love yearned 
O’er that one, and his joy knew no 
bounds, when at length 
That lost son, all repentant, returned. 
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4. "Tis a picture Christ gives of God’s search 
for His lost, 
And God’s joy when each lost one is 
found, ° 
That we might have a glimpse into God's 
, very heart, 
Filled with love that encircles us 
’round. 


Seeking Guidance for the Life 
ScripTtuRE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“Ponder the path of thy feet” 
(Prov. 4:26). 

“Then shalt thou walk in thy way 

safely, and thy foot shall not stumble” 
(Prov. 3:23). 


Girls—“That ye may know the way by 
which ye must go” (Josh. 3:4). 


Boys—“For ye have not passed this way 
heretofore” (Josh. 3:4). 


Leader—“Seek of him a right way” (Ezra 
8:21). 
“Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 7: 
7. 


Girls—“In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths” 
(Prov. 3:6). 


Boys—“He will be our guide even unto 
death” (Psa. 48:14). 


Girls—“The Lord, he it is that doth go 
before thee” (Deut. 31:8). 


Boys—“And thine ears shall hear a word, 
... Saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it” (Isa. 30:21). 


Leader—“Blessed is every one ... that 
walketh in his ways” (Psa. 128:1). 
“For the ways of the Lord are right” 
(Hos. 14:9). 


ADDRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 


Citosinc Hymn—‘“Seek the Things That 
Are Above.” 
(Tune, “Children of the Heavenly 
King.”) 
Seek the things that are above, 
Things God holds for us in love, 


Of such great and lasting worth, 
Better far than things of earth. 


Seek the wisdom from on high, 
God has promised to supply, 
Wisdom He alone can give, 

By which we can truly live. 
Seek the joy your heart can know 
As with Christ you onward go, 
Following Him from day to day, 
Joy that naught can take away. 
Seek a spirit loving, kind, 

Like to that in Christ you find. 
All your life ’twill richly bless, 
As such treasure you possess. 


Ctiostnc SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). 

“For your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things” 
(Matt. 6:32). 

“And all these blessings shall come 
on thee and overtake thee, if thou shalt 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God” (Deut. 28:2). 

“The blessing of the Lord, it maketh 
rich” (Prov. 10:22). 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 24. RELIGION IN THE LIFE OF A NATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Samuel 6 and 7; printed text, 2 Samuel 7:17-29 
Golden Text.—The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.—isa. 60:19 


. Kinc James Version 

2 Sam. 7:17 According to all these words, and according to all 
this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David. 

18 Then went king David in, and sat before the Lorp, and he 
said, Who am I, O Lord Gop? and what is my house, that thou 
hast brought me hitherto? 

19 And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord Gop; 
but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great 
while to come. And is this the manner of man, O Lord Gop? 

20 And what can David say more unto thee? for thou, Lord Gop, 
knowest thy servant. : 

21 For thy word’s sake, and according to thine own heart, 
hast thou done all these great things, to make thy servant know 
them. 

22 Wherefore thou art great, O Lorp God: for there is none 
like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all 
that we have heard with our ears. 

23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even 
like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself, 
and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and 
terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst 
te thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? 


24 For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a 
people unto thee for ever: and thou, Lorp, art become their God. 


25 And now, O Lorp God, the word that thou hast spoken con- 
cerning thy servant, and ¢oncerning his house, establish it for 
ever, and do as thou hast said. 


26 And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The Lorp 
of hosts is the God over Israel: and let the house of thy servant 
David be established before thee. 


27 For thou, O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to 
thy servant, saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath 
thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 

28 And now, O Lord Gop, thou art that God, and thy words be 
true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant: 

29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy 
servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for thou, 
O Lord Gop, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house 
of thy servant be blessed for ever. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission, 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE title of the lesson seems to the 
present writer to be unfortunate. 
Religion is a much-abused and 
widely misunderstood term. It means 
literally to bind back, and suggests the 
recognition of man’s responsibility to 
God. But it is too all-inclusive, for it 
coyers all forms and ideas of supernatu- 
ralism. A far better term here would 
be piety, which means reverence for, 
or the fear of, God. -It is this that be- 
comes the strength of any nation, for 
“the fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). In the New 
Testament, A.V., we find the word relig- 
ion used only five times. In three of 
these instances it refers to the legal sys- 
tem of Judaism (Acts 26:5; Gal. 1:13, 
14). In the other two, it refers to the 
behavior that becomes a follower of 
Christ (Jas. 1:26, 27). It is never used 
as a synonym for regeneration or for 
godliness, or true piety. James’ use of 

it comes nearest to this. 

That which David stressed was the 
importance of giving God His rightful 
place in the kingdom. To further this, 
he brought the ark of the covenant from 
the house of Abinadab to Mount Zion. 
Though he failed the first time in not 
going according to the due order, but 
rather copying the Philistines by putting 
it on an ox-drawn cart (1 Sam. 6:7), 
he was successful when he went by the 
Book of God and it was carried on the 
shoulders of the priests. So important 
is it to act according to that which is 
written! His desire, too, to build a 
house for the Lord was recognized by 
God as good (2 Chron. 6:8), and Nathan 
the prophet agreed at once that it would 
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be an excellent thing to do (1 Chron. 
7:2). But both he and David had to 
learn that God’s thoughts are ofttimes 
different from those of the best and most 
well-intentioned men. David was not 
to build the house. That was to be the 
work of his son Solomon. This, how- 
ever, did not cool his zeal or cause him 
to be less interested in the project. He 
manifested a truly subject spirit, and 
in his prayer, as he sat before the Lord, 
he gave vent to his deep appreciation 
of the grace God had shown toward him. 


The Historical Setting 


According to the generally accepted 
chronology, it was in or about the year 
1042 that David brought the ark of God 
to Jerusalem, and shortly afterward be- 
gan to plan for a great, central sanc- 
tuary, the Temple afterward built by 
Solomon. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Sam. 7:17.—“All these words, and 
... all this vision.” To understand these 
expressions, read carefully the preced- 
ing part of the chapter where we are 
told of David’s desire to build a house 
for God in Jerusalem and of Nathan the 
prophet’s encouragement in this, until 
the Lord spoke to him in a night vision 
and bade him tell David that instead 
of the king building a house for Jeho- 
vah, God would build a house fer him, 
establishing his throne forever. This is 
being fulfilled in Christ, the true Son* 
of David and Heir to the throne. 


Verse 18—‘Who am I, O Lord God? 
and what is my house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto?” Overwhelmed 
by Nathan’s declaration in the name of 
the Lord, David went in (probably to 
his private apartment) “and sat before 
the Lord,” there to pour out his soul 
in thanksgiving, praise, and worship as 
he contemplated the grace of God— 


unmerited favor—extended to one so 
unworthy as himself. His family, he 
felt, had no title to such goodness as 
God had bestowed in the past and cove- 
nanted for the future. “The sure mercies 
of David,” include God’s preservation 
of His servant of old and the promise _ 
of the MeSsiah to come through his 
lineage (Isa. 55:3; Acts 13:34). It was 
the recognition of all this that moved 
David to adore the God of all grace for 
His lovingkindness to one so obscure 
by natural birth and early training 
as he. 


Verse 19.—‘Thou hast spoken ... of 
thy servant’s house for a great while 
to come.” By faith David could look 
down through the ages and see how God 
was to work out His wondrous plan of 
blessing for all the earth, through the 
house of his servant, who sat in His 
presence that day. The Son of David, 
the Seed of Abraham (Gen. 22:18) and 
the Seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15) are 
one and the same, and in Him the prom- 
ise is being fulfilled. 


Verse 20.—“What can David say more 
unto thee?” God’s sovereign grace, be- 
yond human comprehension, made it . 
impossible for David to express his grat- 
itude as he desired to do. But he knew 
God understood, He who knew the heart 
of His servant. 


Verse 21.—“For thy word’s sake, and 
according to thine own heart, hast thou 
done all these .-. . things.” God has 
magnified His Word above all His name 
(Psa. 138:2). He will never go back 
on that Word. To do so would be to be 
false to Himself. Therefore, David 
knew the astounding promise God had 
made would be fulfilled to the letter. 
He knew there could be no failure to 
perform what had been promised. 


Verse 22.—“There is none like thee.” 
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Lesson for September 24 


The immeasurable grace of God awed 
the king’s soul and gave him a new and 
deeper sense of the nature of the One 
who had taken him up in such tender- 
ness and lavished such loving-kindness 
upon him. Happy is it for us all when 
we respond to the revelation of God’s 
purpose of blessing in Christ Jesus. 


Verse 23.—“What one nation in the 


earth is like thy people ... which thou 
redeemest to thee from Egypt?” The 


covenanted blessings were not for Da- 


vid alone, but for the nation as such 
— that nation Israel whom God had re- 
deemed from bondage and brought into 
the liberty which they enjoyed under 
His gracious care. While Israel stands 
out pre-eminently as the nation of God’s 
choice (Amos 3:2), yet any other peo- 
ple has similar reasons for thanksgiving 
and acknowledgment .of the divine in- 
tervention on their behalf which He has 
watched over and blessed with the 
knowledge of His Word, as in the case 
of our own America, and other favored 
peoples in the world today. How jeal- 
ously we should guard the privileges 
bestowed upon us! 


Verse 24—“Thou hast confirmed to 
thyself thy people Israel to be a people 
unto thee for ever.” This is in full 
accord with the declarations of many of 
the prophets. Whatever her failures, 
God recognizes Israel as His own, and 
He will eventually restore her to Him- 
self. In spite of all they have suffered, 
they cling to the confession that Jeho- 
vah, their God, is One. It will not do to 
spiritualize this and say that by Israel 
is meant the church of the present age. 
“The gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance” (Rom. 11:29). “He... 
will not call back his words” (Isa. 31: 
2), and He has declared He will betroth 
Israel unto Himself forever (Hos. 2: 
19, 20). 


Verse 25—‘“Now, O Lord . . . do as 
thou hast said.” This was faith laying 
hold of the promise. David put his 


“Amen” to God’s declaration, and 
counted on Him to fulfill all He had 
spoken. . 


Verse 26—“Let thy name be magnified 
for ever ... and let the house of thy 
servant David be established before 
thee.” The latter is the natural outcome 
of the first. David understood that God’s 
glory and the establishment of His house 
were interdependent. How it would be 
accomplished he could not tell. When 
our Lord—the Son of David and the 
Son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1) —returns 
in manifest power and majesty to sit 
upon the throne of David (Luke 1:32), 
He will build again the tabernacle of 
David (Acts 15:16; Amos 9:11), and the 
whole world will own Him as King of 
kings and Lord of lords (1 Tim. 6:15). 


Verse 27.—“Therefore hath thy servant 
found in his heart to pray this prayer 
unto thee.” As David pondered over 
the entire revelation of the counsels of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. September 17.—The Kingdom Estab- 
SEE © Hauvecesibivsere’ 2 Samuel 1 to 5 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1, October 1.—Jesus the Light of the 
World. Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 4:12-16; 
John 1:4; 8:12; 9:1-41; 12:35, 36, 46; 
2 Corinthians 4:6; Ephesians 5:14; 

1 John 2:8; Revelation 21:23 








God regarding himself, his house, and 
his nation, his heart responded in fer- 
vent thanksgiving, a part of prayer that 
we ofttimes overlook. It is so easy to 
take God’s goodness for granted, and 
while we plead for further evidences of 
His consideration, to forget to praise Him 
for what He has done already, or what 
He has promised to do in the future. 


Verse 28.—“Thou art...God...and 
thou hast promised.” This settled it 
for David. He knew God, and he knew 
he could rely upon His word. This is 
exactly what faith is: taking God’s 
promises at their face value. 


Verse 29.—“Thou, O Lord God, hast 
spoken it: and with thy blessing let the 
house of thy servant be blessed for ever.” 
It was not possible for David to under- 
stand all that was involved in the cove- 
nant God had made with him, but he 
knew it involved unending blessing. 
That which had been pledged was to 
be confirmed in Christ Himself, of whose 
Kingdom there shall be no end. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Even self-seeking Balaam had to con- 
fess, “Out of Jacob shall come he that 
shall have dominion” (Num. 24:19). It 
was in the mind of God from the be- 
ginning to set up on earth a nation 
which should be for the display of His 
glory, and over which the King of His 
appointing should reign forever. This 
was confirmed to David and His house. 
Christ Jesus, of David’s seed through 
Mary, is the One in whom the promise 
is fulfilled. So long as Israel walked in 
obedience to God and in the hope of 
the fulfillment of His Word, they en- 
joyed national prosperity and were in- 
vincible in warfare. As a typical peo- 
ple they show what God desires to see 
in any nation to whom His truth is 
committed. True piety is a bulwark 
against evil from without and delivers 
from dissension within. 


A Lesson Outline 

NATIONAL PIETY 

2 Samuel 6, 7 
Honoring God (chap. 6:13-15) 
Rejoicing before the Lord (vs. 17-19) 
Planning for the future (chap. 7:1-3) 
Divine revelations (vs. 4-16) 
Worship and thanksgiving (vs. 18-22) 
A nation set apart to God (vs. 23, 24) 
Claiming the promises (vs. 25-29) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Israel a Typical Nation. In separating 
Israel to Himself, God was showing what 
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His desires are for all people (1 Cor. 
10:6, 11). His righteous principles never 
vary. As with them, so with us. It 
remains ever true that “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people” (Prov.-14:34). And of 
any people who seek to honor God it 
can be said, “Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord; and the people whom 
vhe hath chosen for his own inheritance” 
(Psa. 33:12). Many of the founding 
fathers of this republic were God-fear- 
ing men, and they recognized the Lord’s 
care over the nation in its beginnings 
and there is grave responsibility resting 
upon us, as a people, to honor His name 
and walk in righteousness. We have 
drifted far from their ideals, but it is not 
yet too late to return to the God of 
our fathers. 


Applications and Summaries 


It is not enough to inscribe upon our 
coins, “IN GOD WE TRUST.” We are 
responsible to evidence this by constant 
allegiartce to the Lord and confidence in 
His providential care over our nation. 

While invoking God’s blessing upon 
our arms in the present world conflict, 
is it not grossly inconsistent to continue 
as a nation condoning the vile liquor 
traffic and protecting intrenched in- 
iquity? 

A nation that truly honors God will 
endeavor to conform its standards to 
His holy Word, and will frown upon 
all that is opposed to His revealed truth. 

Israel failed nationally when she for- 
got the God of her fathers and gave 
herself up to unrighteous and voluptu- 
ous ways of living. 

We need to be careful lest we honor 
God with our lips, and in calling days 
of prayer, we fail to judge in ourselves 
the things that hinder His blessing on 
our nation. 

CHICAGO. w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
N WHAT does a nation’s true greatness 
consist? 


2. What was David's thought in bring- 
ing the ark to Jerusalem? 


3. When God revealed His purpose re- 
garding the throne and the nation, what 
was David's attitude? 


4. Why did God forbid David to build 
the proposed temple? 


5. Will David's house continue forever? 


6. What kind of house may we build for 
God? 


7. What kind of house will He provide 
for.us? 


8. Was David’s prayer one of supplication? 
(Answers on page 643) 
ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


Modern “Nathans.”—According to all 
this vision, so did Nathan speak unto 
David (2 Sam. 7:17): Happy is the 
nation which has a “prophet” who 
spends his life so close to Heaven as to 
get a “vision” from God, and who has 
the nerve, the grit, the courage, the 
faith, in short, “whatever it takes,” to 
stand up before “Authority” and with 
pointed finger cry, “Thou art the man” 
(2 Sam. 12:7). In Nathan’s day, and 
later days, to challenge the actions of 
a ruler was to invite destruction. And 
it is at this unfortunate part of his 


career that the true greatness of David ° 


shows itself. 

It was a bad wreck they had on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad awhile ago. This 
fine railroad did not escape the wreck, 
but the railroad demonstrated its real 
greatness by the way they cleared up 
the wreck. 

Cromwell and his “Psalm-singing” sol- 
diers put England on the map, and 
started the nation as a world power. 
The country prospered. Cromwell 
passed. Then followed the restoration 
with Charles the Second. The reign of 
Charles’ saw England “wide open.” Re- 
ligion was a joke. You can get a pic- 
ture of the times by reading the diary 
of Mr. Pepys. Two great “Nathans” ap- 
peared to rebuke and exhort. One was 
John Bunyan and the other was George 
Fox. These bold preachers landed in 
jail. Bunyan was there 12 years, and 
we have his “Pilgrim’s Progress” as a 
result. England sank low. 

In our lesson last Sunday, the Vic- 
torian Age of prosperity was mentioned. 
The “Nathans” of Victoria were men 
like Spurgeon, Livingstone, Hudson Tay- 
lor, Henry Drummond, and Studd (the 
Babe Ruth of cricket). And God blessed 
Victoria’s reign as England had never 
been blessed —just as David’s kingdom 


‘was blessed and prospered. 


The Old Home Town—What one 
nation in the earth is like thy people 
- . . whom God went to redeem for a 
people to himself (v. 23). This is Da- 
vid, a man of whom it is said, “The 
Lord of hosts was with him.” If you 
will turn to Psalm 137 you will find an- 
other poet in a far country shutting his 
eyes and seeing the old home town on 
Mount Zion in all its glory. 

During the years we have sat together 
in this Corner every now and then I 
go into an enthusiastic “eruption” ‘over 
Eastern Pennsylvania in general and the 
great Chester Valley in particular and 
the little dirty iron and steel town, “fer 
instance” ! 

Many a time, no doubt, the Editor’s 
blue pencil has been poised over my 
burst of commonwealth and home town 
“patting on the back,” and reluctantly 
decided to “let it ride” this time. 

I write to encourage all you Corner- 
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copias, no matter where you live, to 
“boost” your town. It is not a good 
sign to hear anyone running down the 
home town. 

Listen to that wise apostle, Paul, “I 
am aman which am a Jew of Tarsus, 

. a citizen of no mean city.” If Paul 
could be proud of his Tarsus, you and 
I can be proud of our “Squedunk.” 
(Acts 21:39.) 

Some years. ago I was in the great 
Crocker National Bank of San Francisco 
getting a Letter of Credit cashed. 


“Where are you from?” asked the 


banker. “Philadelphia,” I replied. Then 
I added, “Perhaps I should be more ex- 
plicit. I am from a little towh about 
40 miles west of Philadelphia, that you 
bankers out here in California never 
heard: of. It’s a‘nifty little old iron and 
and steel town in the great Chester 
Valley, the garden spot of the U.S.A. 
It is called Coatesville.” 

At the name of Coatesville, another 
officer of the bank I had not noticed 
got up from his chair and said, “Could 
you by any possibility be William H. 
Ridgway?” “That’s just who I am!” I 
said in surprise. “Mr. Ridgway, my wife 
and I have said the first time we came 
East we were coming to Coatesville to 
see you. We are Sunday school people, 
and every Saturday night for years have 
been reading your Corner.” If I had 
room to tell you all that happened you 
would be convinced it is a good thing to 
“boost” the old home town. 

Elder Kennedy had me on the air in 
his church, and I talked to all my friends 
up and down California. 


The Motto on the Wall.—Let thy name 
be magnified for ever, saying, The Lord 
of hosts is the God of Israel (v. 26). 
On the east wall of El Nidito (The Lit- 
tle Nest) there hangs a large card. I 
got it many years ago from an itinerant 


evangelist who pitched his tent in the - 


Coatesville meadow by the dam. Nicely 
displayed on the card are these words: 
“Christ is the Head of this house, 
The unseen Guest at every meal, 
The silent Listener to every 
conversation.” 

Above this motto hangs an engraving 
of the head of Christ by a great artist. 
Underneath the motto is a shelf on 
which is a porcelain clock figuring Mil- 
let’s famous “Angelus.” In the back- 
ground is the church, while in the fore- 
ground stand the two peasants with the 
basket of potatoes. Under all this 
is a heavy brass plaque imitating 
our little red cent with its slogan, “IN 
GOD WE TRUST.” This latter was 
made and presented to me by Mr. Rob- 
ert Hopkins, a brass founder of Alli- 
ance, Ohio, as a reward for my book, 
“In God We Trust.” 

Why all this personal detail?. Be- 
cause if this lay-out was in all the coun- 
cil (and counsel) rooms of the world’s 
rulers, they would be following David's 
example and thereby insuring the hap- 
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piness and prosperity of their peoples. 

The same thing goes for every family. 
Every store dealing in religious goods 
has this wall card in all styles and at 
all prices. Why not hang one up and 
start living up to the sentiment as God 
may give you grace? Can you imagine 
any happier fortune for a family than 
to have it one of the outposts of Heaven, 
a family which in effect says to all who 
enter its doors, “We are a Christian 
family.” 

My outfit did not cost me much. I got 
my engraving of the head of Christ at 
a secondhand bookstore for fifty cents. 
I got my clock from a little French 
clockmaker in Washington, D. C., for a 
song. The clock part was no good. 
Yet this display upon our wall is 
the most arresting of all the pictures. 
This wall decoration “says something” 
everyone understands. The water color 
landscape and the engraving speak only 
to those who know pictures. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafie efixing 2 list of the lessons for th 
ear an eplaining the conditions under which 
lustrations™ are rt may be had from 
the Times for 10° conte $1 is paid for each 
lustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Mlustrations must reach the septs three months 
= advance of the lesson, and should not be 
sip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Fosteeynce is is given to illustrations 














on the prin lesson text. Because of the 

resent paper a readers are asked to 

fimit the tal ome tted on each lesson to 
ur illustrations. 


Entertaining Royalty.—The Lord shall 
be unto thee an everlasting light, and 
thy God thy glory (Isa. 60:19, Golden 
Text). Two young people were walk- 
ing along a path in the Catskill Moun- 
tains. Their conversation had turned 
to a mutual acquaintance. The young 
man said, “She has what I call a radi- 
ant personality.” “That’s right,” agreed 
the young woman. “How do you account 
for it?” They walked along for a few 
moments, and then, pointing across the 
viver, he said: “See that wonderful old 
castle? You know, when I was a small 
boy, my playmates and I loved to sit 
on the bank and look across at it. We 
could tell what was going on there by 
the number of lights that were burning. 
If only the family were present, just a 
few lights would be seen. When guests 
were entertained, there would be many 
lights, and the palace became truly beau- 
tiful. Once a member of a royal family 
visited there, and you should have seen 
the lights! I have seldom seen such 
brilliance.” The young couple’s discus- 
sion wandered back to their acquaint- 
ance. “I think the only way her radi- 
ant personality can be explained is that 
she is constantly entertaining a Royal 
Guest,” suggested the young lady. He 
agreed. —From Secret Place. Sent -by 
Martha Oaksford, Gloversville, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


Family Prayers in the White House. 
—Then went king David in, and sat 
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before the Lord, and he said,... @ 
Sam. 7:18). What a blessing it would 
be if there were family prayers in the 
White House again! The _ interesting 
volume. of reminiscences, “Forty-two 
Years in the White. House,” by: the late 
“Ike” Hoover, who was chief usher in 
the. Executive Mansion for that long 
period of time, gives an interesting 
glimpse of President Harrison’s term in 
the early nineties. “Immediately. after 


_breakfast the family would retire to the 


upper floor and be closeted in one of the 
upper rooms for a half-hour of prayer. 
The entire atmosphere of the household 
would be surcharged with religious feel- 
ing during that time. Until the cere- 
miony had been completed, one could not 
go abdéut one’s daily duties without a 
feeling that prayer was disturbed.” Ben- 
jamin Harrison was pictured by the car- 
toonists of the day, of the opposition, 
as sitting in a chair much too big for 
him. But he was big enough to be hum- 
ble; he was big enough to pray. Could 
any nation have a better sense of its 
safety, peace, and prosperity, both tem- 
poral and spiritual, than comes with the 
realization that its earthly ruler joins 
with his own family circle, in his home, 
in prayer to the God to whom all earthly 
rulers owe their exalted position?— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


What They Had Been Praying For.— 
For thy word’s sake, ... all these great 
things, to make thy servant know them 
(2 Sam. 7:21). Asked by Dr. George E. 
Guille what was his attitude on the 
Lord’s Second Coming, Pastor William 
Anderson, Jr., of Dallas, Tex., answered 
that he didn’t know that he had.any 
attitude on the subject. He wasn’t in- 
terested. He had been so busy preach- 
ing the first ‘coming that he had not. had 


time to think about the Second Coming. - 


“Well,” said Mr. Guille; “I only warited 
to know whether you loved His appear- 
ing.” Left alone in his study, “Dr. Bill,” 
as his many friends ealled him, sat at 
his desk as if held by an unseen hand, 
asking himself over and over, “Do I 
love His appearing?” Then he took up 
his Bible and read Paul’s second letter 
to Timothy, and other Scriptures, and 
before he left his desk and his study, 
was able to say with a swelling heart 
that he did love Christ’s appearing. On 
getting home, he astonished his wife by 
telling her he must resign his pastorate, 
and the reason why. He called his ses- 
sion together, and asked them to join 
him in asking the Presbytery to dissolve 
their relation. They were as much 
amazed as Mrs. Anderson had been. 
When the pastor explained what had 
happened to his convictions, that he had 
become a premillenarian, whereas he 
had come to their church a postmillen- 
arian, and thought the only fair thing 
was to resign, one of the elders cried 
out, “Why, my dear pastor, this is what 
we have been praying for. Resign noth- 
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ing! God has answered our prayers!” 
From that time Dr. Bill Anderson’s.min- 
istry was transformed, and his pastorate 
became so fruitful as to be “spoken of 
throughout the whole world.”—From Dr. 
W..L. Pettingill, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Mason 
City, Nebr. 


Nothing Jewish.—And what one hation 


‘in the earth is like thy people, even 


like Israel? (2 Sam. 7:23a.) “Nothing 


‘Jewish in my-house!” These were the 


words of a wealthy gentleman who was 
entertaining a well-known clergyman. 
Said he, “I have such-a hatred for the 
Jew that I will have nothing Jewish in 
my house.” The clergyman guest quietly 


’ arose and took a beautifully bound Bible 


from the table and a New Testament 
from the bookcase and placed them be- 
fore the fireplace. He then -proceeded 
to take down some paintings from the 
wall. He removed one picture of Paul 
preaching at Athens and another one 
of the Crucifixion. The gentleman was 
greatly surprised, and asked, “What are 
you doing? Why such liberties in my 
house?” To this the clergyman replied, 
“You just said that you would not have 
anything Jewish in your house. I was 
just beginning to help you to take away 
the many Jewish things you happen to 
have in this room. Shall I throw them 
into the fire?” “Stop! Stop!” cried the 
gentleman. “May God forgive me. I 
have never thought of it in that light. 
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Little did I know how greatly indebted 
I was to things Jewish.”—From Chosen 
People. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


Mere Bits of Paper?—And thou hast 
promised this goodness unto thy servant 
(2 Sam. 7:28b). Representative Harold 
C. Hagen. of Minnesota told a story in 
Washington, D. C., about an Oklahoma 
farmer, unable to read or write, who 
worked for nine months in a West Coast 
shipyard before discovering he was get- 
ting paid for the job. He told his fore- 
man one day that he couldn’t afford to 
work any longer because his wife, a 
waitress, had lost her job. The foreman, 
remembering the man had been earning 
$1 an hour and more, was puzzled. Ques- 
tioning brought out that the worker had 
been receiving “little slips of paper” 
all along but didn’t know they were 
checks. He was delighted when the fore- 
man told him they convertible into 
money. He deposited most of his ac- 
cumulated funds in a bank, but also 
bought some war bonds and fixed it so 
his wife could “rest and buy herself 
some good-looking clothes.” Amazed, 
are you, at a worker who regarded 
checks as mere “slips of paper”? But 
some of us are doing that which is even 
more inexcusable! We are treating the 
“exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises” of God as mere bits of non-negoti- 
able paper, whereas their value exceeds 
that of money. They can secure for 
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“Stopping the Stork’ 


Discusses problems that perplex many people. 
Readers of other Shadduck books know this 
one will have gripping interest. Postpaid for 
2 dimes. $1 bill will get it and any 4 books 
listed below at 20 cents each. 


“Mistakes God Did Not Make,” “Man, the 
Harness Maker,” “Dust and Deity,” “Rastus 
Agustus Explains Evolution,” “Alibi, Lulla- 

by, By-by,” “Jocko-Homo Heavenbound,” 
“Puddle to Paradise,” “Toadstool Among 
the Tombs,” “Gee-Haw of the Modern 
Jehu,” “Eagle Wings” (new wae and if 





you want a surprising exp of the Ruther- 
ford “Witnesses,” get “Seven Thendecs of 
Millennial ca 

Homo Publishing Co. 





Ashtabula, Ohio 





So often brought to another by 2 
simple remembrance. Here is a new 
form of greeting—unique, dignified, 
yet colorful and enduring. A woven 
BOOKMARK GREETING, 1% x 6 
inches, carried by an aristocratic 
folder with envelope. Subjects are: 


The Lord’s Prayer 1 am the Resur- 
The 23rd Psalm rection 


The Beatitudes (John 11:25) 
Pledge to Pledge to , 

U. S. Flag Christian Flag 
The Ten Lincoln— 


On sale at religious book stores, 
department stores and other shops 
where greeting cards are sold. Price 
15 cents each. 

QUALITY 
' WEAVING 


COMPANY 
5583 Deven St, Philadelphia 38, Pa. 
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us that which money is utterly unable 
to procure.—From Now. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


He Will Bring Them In.—For thou, O 
Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed 
to thy servant, saying, I will build thee an 
house: therefore hath thy servant found 
in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee 
(2 Sam. 7:27). My father died about 
twelve years ago, and before he died, he 
turned his face heavenward with the 
happiest, most beautiful smile. Some- 
orie leaned over the bed and said, “Dr. 
Rader, how can you smile like that 
when there is not one of your children 
that is serving the Lord?” He smiled 
back as he answered, “That’s doesn't 
matter a bit. It was settled long ago. I 
brought them up as He commanded me. 
They will every one be in. They are 
a strong-headed group, but God will 
lead them, He will bring them in.” And 
every last one of them is in, yes, every 
one. God stands behind fathers and 
mothers with all the army and navy of 
Heaven when they stand Godward for 
their children. Oh, for a praying father- 
hood in our nation, and mothers that 
pray for their children!—From Paul 
Rader, in Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is the last Quiz lesson. How 

have they worked? I should be glad 
to know. Next quarter we shall try 
something different. 


Quiz 
2 Samuel 7 
1, ‘What was David’s wish? Verses 1-3. 
2. Had God ever asked anyone to build 
Him a house? Verses 4-7. 
3. What did God say He would do for 
David? Verse 11. 
4. What did He promise to do for Da- 
vid’s son? Verses 12-16. r 
5. What did David do when the prophet 
Nathan told him the things God 
had said? Verse 18. 
6. Did David love and praise God? 
Verses 22-26. 
7. Was David grateful for God’s favor? 
Verses 27-29. 


You will remember that away back 
in the time of Moses, God had told 
the Children of Israel to build a Taber- 
nacle, which they were to carry with 
them wherever they went, a place 
where God’s presence came down on 
the mercy seat. 

But God had never asked them to 
build Him a temple uf wood or stone. 
David just began to think about. this. 
Hiram, king of Tyre, had built him 
a house of cedar, and he was living 
in it. He began to wonder if it were 
right for God to dwell in a tent while 
he lived in a house of cedar. The more 
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he thought about it, the more he wanted 
to build God a house, a temple. So he 
told the prophet Nathan about what 
he wanted to do. Nathan seemed to 
think it was a good idea, but when he 
asked the Lord about it, God said, “No.” 
He did not want David to build Him 
a house, but God said He would build 
a house for David, not a house of cedar 
or stone, but a family that should last 
forever, that there should always be a 
son to sit upon the throne of Israel, 
a son of David. God also promised 
David that a son of his should build 
Him a house of wood and stone, a beau- 
tiful house where men should worship 
God. Solomon built this house, and 
Hiram, king of Tyre, David’s friend, 
helped him. 

For many years there was always a 
son or a grandson, or great-grandson 
of David’s to rule as king. Then Israel 
sinned, so God let a heathen nation carry 
them away to Babylon, and there was no 
throne in Jerusalem for a son of David 
to sit upon. And now for thousands 
of years there has been no throne in 
Jerusalem, but God has promised some 
day to set up that throne again, and 
there will be a Son of David to rule 
there then, for Jesus Christ is a Son 
of David, according to the flesh, the 
Son of David who will reign forever. 
So God’s promise will be fulfilled, and 
David’s house will last forever. . 

How much more wonderful was God’s 
promise to David than was David’s wish 
to do something for God. That’s just 
like God. He always gives us so much 
more than we can give Him. We can 
give Him ourselves, which is the most 
we can give, but He has already given 
His only begotten Son to die for us, 
so ‘He has given the greater gift. But 
He wants and appreciates our gifts of 
love, just as He appreciated David’s 
wish to build Him a house. 

God has promised us that we shall 
live forever, and reign with Christ, if 
we believe on Him, and let His Spirit 
come in and rule our lives and hearts. 
At best we live but a few years here 
on this earth in these bodies, but -we 
can live forever and ever with Christ 
if we believe in Him, and accept His 
gift of salvation. 

Have you believed? 


Mopesto, Cai. 
vg 
For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


OTIVATE the review activities by 

calling them “My Bible Victories.” 
Play the game suggested last week 
which gives a possible score of 50. Then 
write on the board the divisions of the 
books of the Bible. Also write or read 
orally the names of ten books. Have 
pupils write the Bible division in which 
each belongs. Exchange papers, cor- 
rect, and multiply by 5 to give the score. 











Aaarweaetase 2:09 0 + @ 


ras 


BpaRho<s ed w 


ae 


le 


mePRBSEB RAS 


’s 


aeaarake 











Lesson for September 24 


WHICH RELIGION? 


ROMANISM 
PROTESTANTISM 
or CHRIST 


By GEORGE WELLS ARMS, D.D. 
Bedford-Central Presbyterian Church 
1206 Dean Street, Brooklyn 16, N. Y. 
42 Pages « 25< a Copy 
“A book that does not throw mud, but 
goes. to the root of the matter for those 
who want to know. Helpful alike to both 
Catholics and Protestants.” 


FLANOBLOT FIGURES 


Adhere to your Flannel Board 
without flannel backing. New .. 

unique. Beautifully printed in full 
colors te stress Gospel message 
of Uniform Lessons. Two scenes 
for each lesson . .. nearly 100 
cutouts: scenes, groups, and figures. 





Send for’free circular today, or returnable 
sample set, 13 lessons, 26 scenes. 


ONLY $2 


GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS 
Dept. T - - Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 


WORLD REVIVAL? Sscicccf 
¢ Saved lerael 
Our 1944 FREE 16-page illustrated Bulletin 
WORLD-WIDE WORK 
of the Biblical Research Society 
gives the Scriptural basis for our faith in this revival 
SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY TODAY — Don't delay 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept. $-94 Los Angeles 31, Calif. 













rs 
Ze ESS 
Gritg N YS 


Al, A <% 


a i of 


A ecee Se 
who loves to teach his Bible 


Work on a farm seems never to end... 
but this man still finds time for a 
Moody home study Bible course, Studies 
in the Life and Teachings of Our Lord. 
When neighbors get uneasy about world 
conditions and wonder just why God 
permits it all, this farmer is ready with 
answers—right out of his Bible. 

Your life, too—however busy—will be 
enriched by regular, systematic Bible 
study—with the help of a Moody home 
study course ... 17 to choose from, 
For details, just write Dept. § 816 


‘CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


A M ody Bible Institute 
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This added to the other score gives 


a possible 106 for Bible Victories. 

Place the following on the blackboard 
to see if the children can identify any 
of these items, covered in lessons a year 
ago. 

* 1. Tent of the Tabernacle 
2. Ark of the Lord 
3. Ten Commandments 
4. Manna 


Recall that God had given directions to 
Moses for making a movable church tent 
that could be taken on their travels to 
the new land. In the Most Holy part of 
the tent was the ark of the Lord, a gold 
box, on which were seated two golden 
cherubim. Between the cherubim stayed 
the brightness of God’s presence. In- 
side the ark were placed the two stones 
bearing the Ten Commandments, and a 
dish of manna. 

When Samuel was a little boy and 
helped the priest. Eli, the ark was in 
the Tabernacle, where it belonged. One 
day Eli’s bad sons carried the ark off 
to battle, hoping it would turn defeat 
to victory. Instead, the ark of the Lord 
was captured by the Philistines. But it 
brought nothing but trouble to them. 
They set the ark in the temple of one 
of their idol gods. In the morning the 
idol was on its face before the ark. A 
terrible epidemic came upon the people 
of the city. In whatever city the ark 
stayed, sickness and death came. , 

After seven months the Philistines de- 
cided they must get rid of the ark before 
they all died. And to pacify the God of 
the Israelites, the Philistines sent an 
offering of gold. The ark was placed 
on a new cart, to which two cows were 
hitched. Off the cows started in the 
right direction and carried the ark back 
to Israel. What rejoicing, for now the 
‘people felt that God was really with 
them again! But for many years the 
ark was not carried back to its own place 
in the Tabernacle. 

After David made Jerusalem the capi- 
tal, the Tabernacle was placed there. 
Some time later David called all the peo- 
ple together to bring the ark of God to 
it. It was a great procession; the band 
played; there was singing and great re- 
joicing. Offerings were made to the 
Lord, and David gave every man and 
woman something to eat and drink. Such 
is the happiness, too, that the Lord brings 
when He comes into a person’s heart. 
(Psalm 24 was apparently written for 
the occasion. Have the children read it 
antiphonally. Ask for volunteers to give 
it from memory next Sunday. Verses 3 
and 4 may serve as Memory Verses.) 

David had a wonderful palace made of 
imported cedar. It didn’t seem quite 
right to him that his own house should 
be so much finer than the Lord’s house. 
He wanted to build a beautiful temple 
for the Lord. But the Lord said, “No,” 
because David had been a soldier and 
killed so many people, but that his son, 
who would be a man of peace, should 
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Two Beautiful New 


‘WALL ROLLS 


for your Sunday School Class 
or Department 
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Here is a brand-new attendance roll that 
combines beau with distinction. Across 
the top is a full color reproduction of The 
Good erd by Ralph Pallen Coleman 
and a handsomely lettered scroll. 

There is space for 49 names on the roll, 
with 14 squares opposite each name. At- 
tendance, absence, sickness, and excused 
absence are by the use of dif- 
ferent colored stars pasted on the squares. 
foetal 19 recognition is given by affixing a 


Size iasi inches, lithographed on heavy 
per, tinned top and bottom with omnes 
For hanging. 25 cents each 


Another new toll, a companion piece to 
His above, with ° s entirely new a in 
i phed in glowing colors. 
is printed in gold ink on a white ribben. 
The open =P is reproduced in black and 
id on ba w “2 } of soft eure. 
ere is Space 49 names, with 
squeres ite each name, on which 
may be xed stars or seals. Use if for 


for excellence in Sitles memory 
work, Cen el or for bein visitors 
and new members. Same size and speci- 
fications as roll of ‘attendance. 
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Order from Your 
Church Supply House 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY "ethville2 





8. B. SUTCLIFFE, D.D. 


640 (12) 
IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 


Are your messages like piles of good lumber, or 
are they structures of salvation like the ak 
LEARN HOW TO BUILD SERMONS 

The 20 Lessons in Homiletics, published by Union 
Bible Lage — fy pastor, evangelist, S. S. 
teacher, and sr yer -meeting leader to arrange his 
thoughts, to dig out new thoughts, and to present them 
ina oycbological way. Fifteen methods of portraying 
Gospel truths one shown in the course. Send $1 for 
the 20 lessons, plus The Gospel Minister for 26 weeks 


Union BibleSeminary, D158B, Westfield, Ind. 








BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


i PANU TONTND 


BIBL INSTITU it 


Monthly Publication, “The Bible Today” 
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build the Lord’s house. The Lerd added 
a marvelous promise, saying He would 
keep David’s son as king and that Da- 
vid’s kingdom would last forever. Al- 
though there is now no king in Jerusa- 
lem; the promise is true because the 
Lord Jesus Christ belonged to David’s 
family, and He is King for ever and ever. 
Although David did not build the Tem- 
ple, he got the material ready for the 
new building before he died, the blocks 
of stone, the iron, brass, silver, ad gold, 
and the imported cedar wood. If you 
love the Lord, can you find some way 
to show it? 1 John 3:18. 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade Cc. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as you git in class with 
your teacher, listening to comments 
on this lesson, it is just about six weeks 
before the national election takes place. 
Two great political parties will be pre- 
senting their respective candidates for 


_ President, also their respective plat- 


forms for the government of the United 
States. The campaign is at white heat. 
Voters are being stirred to elect the 
best man, to adopt the best policy for 
safe and: successful government. We 
pride ourselves with the thought that 
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the United States of America is in many 
respects the greatest nation in the world; 
greatest in wealth, greatest in industry, 
greatest in many of the top-line achieve- 
ments of this unprecedented achieving 
age. There are people who may be 
credited with sane judgment on most 
lines who will tell you that this nation’s 
prosperity is assured for all time to 
come. 


And yet, is it? We love our country; 
we love its traditions; we take pride and 
rejoice in its splendid progress. Mil- 
lions of Americans are showing their 
loyalty by staking their lives on the 
battlefronts and actually giving them, 
while others here at the home front are 
cheerfully undergoing sacrifice. and 
hardship. Patriotism is a quality that 
flies high and far. 

But a true patriot is willing to look 
frankly at any wedkness in his nation’s 
life. He will do what he can to put 
strength in the place of that weakness. 
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Otherwise, he is a liability and not an 
asset. There is a very serious weakness, 
one that may yet prove to be the cause 
for. this great nation’s downfall. It is 
the same weakness which King David 
was trying to forestall in his prayer, the 
record of which forms our lesson text 
today. Acknowledging the Lord’s hand 
in establishing Israel as a great power 
amorig the nations, the king seeks to 
make it secure in that position. Seven 
times in that brief prayer (12 verses) he 
says, “O Lord God.” Read it. Read it 
and substitute for Israel, in your thought, 
the continuing government and power 
of .the United States. It may not be 
good “politics,” but do politics save a 
nation? “Politics” is the wisdom of men; 
in David’s prayer is the wisdom of God 
Almighty, who created every mountain, 
river, and plain of this wonderful land, 
who is the’ Author and Finisher of its 
faith — and its fate. 

Does it require any great smartness 
to decide on which of those two wis- 
doms should rest our nation’s security 
in the days and years to come? 

Fellows, some day your votes will be 
shaping this vital matter. The nation 
that leaves'God out does so at its peril! 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Thou hast ever been the great Builder as 
Thou hast chosen those who should do Thy 
work upon the earth. Thou didst choose a 
work for David which had to be passed.along 
to others. Even though David was not chosen 
to be a great builder according to Thy de- 
sign, yet he was a great support for others 
as they built a house for Thee. How fully 
he realized the place that Thou didst permit 
him to occupy in Thy plans of development 
with his people. Thou dost choose today 
among Thy servants one who may be called 
upon to begin a work of supreme value, and 
others are chosen to carry on the task to 
its completion. May some of us be ready to 
undertake Thy purposes with rejoicing and 
thanksgiving in: loyalty to Thyself and with 
glad surrender. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—When David was 
chosen to do a foundation work for the 
kingdom, do you notice, as you read over 
this lesson, how thankful he was? He 
goes into retirement to be alone for a 





Pavip’s Work 











talk with God, as he tells with glad ex- 
pressions and solemn loyalty how much 
his selection for this great work had 
meant to him. He shows that his suc- 
cess in all this was not a matter of pride 
to himself, but of thankfulness to God. 
And the climax of his prayer was not a 
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public utterance, but one in his place of 
prayer, where he went to talk most fre- 
quently with God, “Therefore now let 
it please thee to bless the house of thy 
servant, that it may continue for ever 
before thee: for thou, O Lord God, hast 
spoken it: and with thy blessing let the 
house of thy servant be blessed for ever” 
(2 Sam. 7:29). This was the spirit of 
thankfulness and of obedience with 
which David undertook his task. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
wy 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Daviy Was A CHANNEL TO BRING 
CHRIST TO MANKIND. Am I? 


(44 E BROUGHT me forth also into 

a large place; he delivered me, 
because he delighted in me” (Psa. 18: 
19). David’s thoughts had beep cen- 
tered upon the ark of the covenant and 
an earthly tabernacle, while God wanted 
them centered upon Himself. Even 
Nathan, David’s spiritual adviser, a 
“church man,” like many good church 
people, had an earth-centered response, 
but God drew these two men to Him- 
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self, and through them multitudes of 
others, away from cramped thoughts and 
crushed aspirations into a place where 
they could begin to comprehend the 
“breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height” of His love. 


King David had wanted to do some- 
thing for God. God promised to do 
something for David that far exceeded 
David’s highest aims. David wanted to 
attract the people to a dwelling. place 
for God on earth. God wanted David 
to attract the people to His own glori- 
ous Self. No wonder David prayed, 
“Who am I? ... what is my house?” 
Who am I, and what is my house that 
God should choose me to become. His 
child and work for Him? 


David was instrumental in bringing 
Christ to the world both through his 
testimony and, Psalms, and through the 
God-chosen seed-line. David did not 
build a house of worship, but through 
him Christ became a living reality. 


Notice how David himself recognized 
the reality of God’s personality, great- 
ness, and redeeming love, and how small 
he felt in contrast. Make a list of 
items showing this contrast as brought 
out in the prayer: 


God’s house —eter- David’s house — 

nal. part of the whole. 

God—the Lord. David—God’s serv- 
ant. 


God’s Word. Known by David. 
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God’s greatness. 
Redeeming love. 


God would estab- 
lish and _ fulfill 
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God’s purposes for 
David. 


Benefiting David. 

Transforming Da- 
vid. 

David should mag- 
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accepted. 
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David had his part to take in bring- 
ing Christ to the world. We have ours. 
When David wanted to build a church, 
God said, “No,” but He promised that 
David’s son could fulfill this desire. Per- 
haps it is our ambition to help build 
a church with our money, time, and 
prayer, but if we do, our church, like 
Solomon’s, will eventually pass away. 
Whether we build such a church or not, 
each of us may help to build the Church 
that the great Architect has planned. 
Every soul whom we direct to Christ 
will form this Church, but since we 
rarely know just which ones our lives 
will reach, let us be careful to mag- 
nify Christ through our conduct day 
by day. It would be sad to think that 
because we were careless someone 
missed his way to Christ. , 


A girl we knew who could not do the 
work of an electrician has, during these 
war days, become an electrician’s helper, 
running errands, getting material ready, 
and making the work of her partner 
easier. Indirectly these workers are do- 
ing their part-to help in the all-im- 
portant total effort of building the world 
of tomorrow. As we enter into part- 
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nership ~with Jesus Christ He -will use 
our efforts to build some little section 
of His great, eternal world. Are we 
willing to enter this partnership today? 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


God can and does use a wide variety ~ noe 
of material for leadership. Some of the 
most unpromising members of society, 
as well as some of the better-trained 
and talented, in God’s hands, can be- § 
we come dynamic and efficient leaders.  , 


Therefore, is not our first step in re- 
This Week's Questions Answered 


cruiting leadership an effort to bring ‘ 
IE (The questions are on page 635) 








They HOLD FA8T 
to the hearte of 


: - > 
each one in our group into a personal ' ALL sous oust 


knowledge of Christ as Saviour, and 





1. In the integrity and piety of its people then to a complete yieldedness to Him Net Dated 
and the uprightness of those in authority. so that He may mold and make each one oCover Entire Bible 
2. To make that city the spiritual capital 4. He wills? ae es 
as well as the governmental center of Is- . A cons! 
rael. +) 4 soaly ios leer 


3. One of worship, praise, and thanksgiv- 
ing, as he recognized the grace of God 
toward him and the people of Israel. 

4. Because of his long record as a war- 
rior. 

5. Jesus Christ, in His humanity, is a 
direct descendant of David’s line, through 
His mother and foster father, which fact, 
since He “ever lives,” insures the everlast- 
ing continuance of that house. 

6. We may help to build the “household” 
of God by bringing people into family re- 
lationship with the Heavenly Father. 

7. “An house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 

8. He asked only for the things God had 
promised, a prayer definitely in God’s will. 


we 
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are copyrighted by the International 
of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
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Sunday, September 24 


2. Recruiting and Training Leaders 
(Matt. 4:18-22; 10:37-39) 


E SAW last week that the young 

people’s society, at its best, is 
the place where boys and girls and 
young men and women are trained 
for Christian service. This week we are 
to think particularly about how these 
prospective leaders are to be recruited 
and trained. 

One of the Scripture portions chosen 
tells us of the call of some of the Lord’s 
disciples whom He chose to carry on His 
work after He left this world and re- 
turned to His Father. He chose His pro- 
spective leaders from all walks and con- 
ditions in life. Even so today He selects 
some very unpromising material, as we 
would appraise it, and makes of it 
chosen vessels for His particular use. 
Four of His disciples were fishermen. 
One was a despised taxgatherer. They 
were all regarded by the scribes and 
Phariseees, who were the intelligentsia 
of the day, as illiterate and ignorant 
men (Acts 4:13). After the Lord’s ascen- 
sion, Saul of Tarsus, a highly educated 
and trained Pharisee, was chosen. Still 
later, Luke the physician was selected. 

All of this should help us to see that 


é 


Notice also the methods that the Lord 


Jesus used in training His prospective 
leaders. “And he goeth up into a moun- 
tain and calleth unto him whom he 
would: and they came unto him. And he 
ordained twelve, that they should be 
with him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to 
heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils” 


(Mark 8:13-15). Merely being with the 
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you be less fair than God? 
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you make it more later. “The Chosen 
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Lord Jesus was the greatest training 
these men could possibly have, had. If 
the prospective leaders in our group are 
to be trained for Christ’s service, that 
training must come first from the Lord 
Jesus Himself through personal fellow- 
ship with Him. Herein lies the impor- 
tance of emphasizing and encouraging 
the keeping of the morning watch for 
prayer and for the reading of the 
Scriptures; the value of instruction in 
God’s Word through attendance at 
church and Sunday school, and if pos- 


sible Bible school also; the providing 


of opportunities for our members to 
attend conferences for’ the deepening of 
the spiritual life; and for all other ef- 
forts that may promote fellowship with 
the Lord Jesus and the knowledge of 
His Word. 

vé 


We hear a great deal in these days 
about the importance of learning 
through doing. Our young people’s 
society will prove efficient in helping to 
train leaders as it follows this principle. 
Here is the place where young people 
may learn how to lead by actually lead- 
ing. We must not make the mistake of 
assuming that every member can be an 
outstanding leader, but every member 
can lead in at least some one thing. The 
beginning may be very small in the 
work of some of the committees, It may 
grow later into larger leadership in the 
work of the society as a whole, or even 
reach out to other societies. All too 
often, and especially in a new group 
just beginning, the temptation comes to 
lean on outside or adult leadership and 
to make an excuse of inexperience and 
inability. Few children would have 
learned to walk if this method were 
followed. Few young people wil! learn 
to be leaders as long as they are willing 
to depend upon someone else to carry 
the leadership for them. If we really 
believe that the Lord Jesus has saved 
us and commissioned us,\can we not 
trust Him to supply that which we lack 
in order to carry on His work among 
other young people in an acceptable 
and worth-while manner? “Faithiul is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it” 
(1 Thess. 5:24). 


It is important that as prospective 
leaders, and also in training prospective 
leaders for Christ, that we should 
understand one great principle that He 
has set down for all who would suc- 
cessfully work for Him. You will re- 
member that on the very night the 
Lord Jesus was betrayed, some af His 
disciples disputed as to which one 
should have the greatest honor and 
leadership in the earthly kingdom that 
they believed the Lord Jesus was about 
to set up. When He saw the rivalry and 
envy in their hearts, He taught them a 
great lesson by taking a towel and a 
basin of water and washing their feet. 
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Thus, He exemplified His teaching, “But 
he that is greatest among you, let him 
be as the younger; and he that is chief, 
as he that doth serve.” True leadership 
means service. In the fullest sense, we 
are called by the Lord Jesus, not to lead, 
but to serve. When we can arrive at 
this viewpoint, some of the fear and 
timidity concerning leadership will 
leave us and we shall realize that what- 
ever may be our limitations or talents, 
our one great objective is to be a faith- 
ful servant of the Lord Jesus and of our 
fellow Christians. He desires most of all 
that we permit Him to make us a group 
of faithful servants upon whom He can 
depend to draw others to Himself. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 


The Red Yarn 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


“ H, DEAR!” sighed Sally. Her 

forehead was all puckered into a 
knot, and the bright wool yarn she was 
working with was beginning to get 
knotted, too. Sally was learning to 
crochet, and she was finding it wasn’t 
so easy as it had looked when Mother 
had been crocheting her beautiful, 
bright-colored afghan. 

“Now, that’s wrong. I'll have to rip 
it out.” Sally sighed again, but pa- 
tiently unraveled part of a line of blue. 
“T’ll never get Betsy Jane’s afghan done 
at this rate,” she said to herself. Betsy 
Jane was Sally’s doll, and Sally had 
thought it would be nice to make her 
an afghan just like Mother’s. 

It was a beautiful, warm, sunshiny 
Saturday in May, and Sally was sitting 
under the old apple tree in the back 
yard, where she could enjoy the fra- 
grance of the pink apple blossoms. She 
had spread her yarn out on a cushion 
beside her, so she could easily find the 
color she wanted. 

Suddenly she heard a gay whistle. 
Jack, her older brother, who was bounc- 
ing tennis balls against the garage, could 
whistle, but this wasn’t Jack’s whistle. 
It was more musical, and came from 
the apple tree. Sally looked up into 
the branches. 

“Oh, oh,” she said softly to Jack. “Look 
at that lovely bird!” 

Jack came nearer and looked, too. 
The bird, a little smaller than a robin, 
was a brilliant orange and black, and 
was darting here and there through the 
branches of the tree. 

“It’s a Baltimore oriole,” whispered 
Jack. “Perhaps it will build a nest here. 
I wish it would.” 

“So do I,” whispered Sally. 

“Sally! Jack! Come to lunch!” 
called Mother from the back door, and 
Sally and Jack ran into the house. 
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After lunch Sally came back to her 
afghan. 

“That’s funny,” she thought, looking 
around. “I was sure I had enough red 
yarn for another row, but where is it?” 

The red yarn was not on the cushion, 
or under it, or on the chairs. It had 
simply disappeared. Sally could not 
imagine what had become of it. 

The summer passed, and Sally for- 
got all about the red yarn, except when 
she looked at Betsy Jane’s afghan. “It 
would be prettier,” she thought, “with 
more red in, it.”. Throughout the sum- 
mer she and Jack had enjoyed watching 
the birds, and especially a pair of orioles 
which they frequently saw near the 
house. ’ 

“I’m sure those orioles must have built 
a nest somewhere near,” said Jack, “but 
I can’t find it.” 

Finally it was autumn, and the orioles, 
with many other birds, had flown away 
some time before, to spend the cold 
winter months in a warmer climate. 
The maple and elm trees in Sally’s and 
Jack’s yard had turned red and gold, 
and after a heavy wind storm were now 
almost bare of leaves. Sally and Jack 
were having great fun raking the leaves 
into huge piles. Under a tall elm tree 
Sally suddenly stopped and picked up 
something from the ground. 

“Jack !” she called. “Look what I’ve 
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Ownws PALESTINE Map 
- « « in THIRD Dimension 


Size 3 ft. 34% In. wide x 3 ff. 5 in. high 


Printed in 7 colors on extra heavy map 
stock, cloth backed. Securely age 
on finished mahogany mouldings with 
appropriate hangings. 

A innovation in map making! 
Gives the effect of an airplane view of 
the Holy Land with valleys, mountains, 
cities, rivers, roads, etc. Unique and un- 
rivalled in scientific, historic and geo- 
graphic accuracy. Unparalleled for 
university » Study groups and 
private uses. 


Acclaimed by Experts 


“The finest of its kind I have ever seen” 
—Dr. Daniel A. Poling. “‘Your three 
dimension map so striking can pee 
wait to get it on my office wall’’—Low 
Thomas. “‘I can attest its accuracy in 
detail’ —William Foxwell Albright. 


AMAZINGLY LOW PRICE 


Five color lithographed information 
chart, 18 x 22 in., free with map. Both 
for $4. 00 postpaid. Special price in 
quantities. 

Circular Free—Write TODAY! 


BEACON HILL PRESS 


Dept. ST 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City 10, Mo. 
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After some months of preparation this booklet has 
Other subjects _in this just come from the press... CHrist Jesus Our Lorn: 
Memory Course include— His Person and Work is the suggestive title . . . As 
Section I this implies the booklet deals with the Scriptural 
The Bible Itself teaching about the Person of Christ as God and | 
Secnen Tl Man, His work on the Cross, His work as Priest 
The Way of the and Advocate and His future work when He comes 


Christian Life 


Duraste Paper Binpinc 
Each Booklet Five Cents. 
* 

HELP 


PASS 
THEM ON => 


For Your Class 
or to distribute 
to friends 
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in glory. It contains nothing but Bible verses with 
suitable headings for the guidance of the pupil. Old 
and New Testament passages have been selected 
with a view to a thorough and balanced presentation. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3. 


I enclose $1.00. Please send 20 copies 


NEW BIBLE MEMORY COURSE 





Clip and Mail 
This Coupon With 
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Here Is Your Opportunity To Work 
For A Christian Publisher 
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The following positions are a now And high school 
graduates (some colle rr who are familiar 
with Sunday School wor  Epitol TORIAL ASSISTANT 


to assist in edi —_— conde and scholar lesson he! ho 


fers =, food de ~——- t tion &, N 
ote HOR Bi ~‘~ SE RETARY F FO: R 
Sales Dok MOTION Ri On to handle import- 


details 
STENOGRAPHER FOR EDITORIAL DEPART: 
MENT to assist editor in cation of Sunday School 
teaching publications ste EN PHER FOR CUS.- 
TACT DEPAR 





TOME MENT to write letters 
dealing with our service to customers. These are 
permanent jobs in a modern clean building offering 


war a Ty and truly ideal working conditions. ood 
living ac im ¢ 
roe partment house at reasonable rates if desired. 
pies age, Soman experience, religious affil- 
tion, etc., to Personnel Department. 


oan C. COOK PUBLISHING CO. - 








Elgin, Illinois 





ACTUAL EXPERIENCES 
By Carleton E. Null 
Theilling true stories of soul-winning 
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BIBLE BOOK STORE 
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Oakland 12, Califomia 
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nce 

of Sener Christmas or Everyday folders and we will 
include as a gift one of our new hymn books. “No samples 
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on al. fe retund your money if not sati 
value is $1.68. Offer good as ion os a ones ore 


SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa. , Box 39 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 


BOILED - DOWN HANDBOOK— 
WORLD EVENTS and Prophecy — 
produced by Research Staff of American 
Prophetic with d Inc. Keeps you up-to- 
ee ogg) dependable information 





rophetic developments., 
Read fiend the world by Pre-millennial 
teachers. On account of paper allotment, 
only a few more subscriptions can 
accepted this year. Price $1.00. 


“Book Bulletin” free on request 


American Prophetic League, Inc. 
Box BB, Sta. Eagle Rock Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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Jack came running. “Why, it’s a bird’s 
nest,” he exclaimed, “an oriole’s nest! 
See, it’s like a long pouch, and it has 
been swinging from a high branch af 
that elm tree, till the wind shook it 
loose. Look how snug it has been made, 
so the rain couldn’t get in.” 

“So that’s where our orioles had their 
nest!” said Sally. “No wonder we 
couldn’t find it, hanging away up there. 
Why, Jack, look! I do believe that’s 
some of my red yarn that I lost!” 

Sure enough, woven among the shreds 
of bark, and milkweed stalks, and grass, 
which made the nest, were some strands 
of faded red yarn. 

“Well, so the thieves were our nice 
oriole friends, weren’t they?” said Jack. 

“I really don’t care at all. I’m glad 
I could help them build their home this 
summer,” replied Sally. 


New WILMINGTON, PA. 


Hayden’s “Dynamic Kernels” 
An Object Lesson in Tithing 


HE fourth crop of the now famous 

Tecumseh, Mich., “Biblical wheat” 
experiment, known as “Dynamic Ker- 
nels” and sponsored by Perry Hayden, 
a lo¢al Quaker miller, was harvested 
early in July before a huge crowd of 
notables, photographers, news-reel men, 
magazine writers, and citizens from 
many states. 

Inspired by a sermon in his lo¢al 
Quaker church four years ago, Perry 
Hayden set out to illustrate some of the 
Bible lessons on “Tithing,” “Rebirth,” 
and “Returns on What We Sow.” He 
started with a cubic inch of wheat, 
which he planted in a patch 4 ft. by 8 ft. 
A year later, he harvested the patch; 
deducted 10% of it as a tithe for his 
church, and planted the balance of the 
crop again the following year. The 
third year, he again deducted the tithe 
and replanted the entire crop. This year 
was the fourth harvest. 

The harvesters cut a field of 14 acres, 
originating from the small one-inch cube 
of wheat four years ago, after paying 
the 10% tithe each year. Some of the 
crop was cut by cradle and sickle, to 
illustrate ancient harvesting. Next year, 
it is estimated that it will make a field 
of more than 200 acres. The sixth, and 
last year of the illustration, experts say 
that it will cover from 1,500 to 3,000 acres 
of land, and require hundreds of men 
and tractors to harvest the final crop. 

The tithe will amount to “thousands 
of dollars,” and the value of the total 
crop may amount to $100,000. The land 
for the project is being furnished by 
Henry Ford, and all of the final pro- 
ceeds will go to Christian work, inelud- 
ing possible foreign relief. 

w 
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With the New Books 


Methods of Witnessing to Roman 
Catholics. By James L. Carder. (The 
Fundamental Press, 161 W. Harrison St., 
Chicago 5, 25 cents.) This is a wise, 
kindly, and spiritual handbook which, 
more than any other known to the 
writer, gives the method of approach 
and the Scripture instruction needed for 
dealing with Catholic inquirers.. The 
first section (on witnessing by kindness, 
example, arid life) is admirable and 
unique. Mr. Carder’s mission is to South 
American Catholics. What he teaches 
here will be equally suitable for those 
of North America. 


God’s Answer to Man’s Doubts. By 
William Ward Ayer, D.D: (Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.25.) America, as you and I knew it, 
is gone forever; so believes the author. 
Men fear that the customs and: beliefs 
of former years are slipping. They are 
bewildered and perplexed. Is there an 
answer to.man’s questions? The author 
believes that answers to the new ques- 
tions can be found in the same old Book. 





- He believes in preaching the old, old 


story simply and lovingly, but he also 
believes that there is a definite place 
for polemics in the pulpit. One is struck 
with the’ courage he manifests as he 
meets in the heart of New York the 
pagan and self-satisfied views of unbe- 
lievers. He knows there is no conflict 
between true science and the Bible 
rightly interpreted. He believes that the 
problems of the new America can be 
met by the truths of the Word of God. 
Listen to him express the longing of 
his heart: “Oh, that America might 
come back to the Bible and to the God 
of the Bible! We declare that America 
can do it without forfeiting its scien- 
tific views, if they are truly scientific, 
and without circumscribing its intellec- 
tual life. Nay, rather, its intellectual 
life will be enlarged, balanced, fortified, 
and eternally blessed!” This book is a 
readable and exceedingly helpful source 
of material for those who are seeking 
an answer to modern unbelief. 


Wesley and Democracy. By J. Wesley 
Bready, Ph.D. (The Thorn Press, 165 
Elizabeth St., Toronto, Canada, 75 cents.) 
“‘Now what has John Wesley to do 
with Democracy?’ you ask. Just this: 
Had there been no John Wesley, there 
would have been no Commonwealth of 
free British peoples and no free United 
States today.” This is the way the 
author introduced a series of seven radio 
addresses over the chain of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corporation. He be- 
lieves that the revival started by John 
Wesley saved England and other Eng- 
lish-speaking countries from _ horrors 
such as those of the French Revolution. 
Those who believe the so-called social 
Gospel will have the error cf their 
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teaching pointed out by reading this 
little volume. This should lead to a 
reading of the author’s much greater 
work, “This Freedom — Whence?” 


The Severity of God. By D. E. Hart- 
Davies, M.A., D.D. (Pickering and Inglis, 
Glasgow and London, 4 shillings net.) 
Isaiah predicted that the Lord would 
rise up in His wrath to “do his work, 
his strange work; and bring to pass his 
act, his strange act” (28:21). Judgment 
is God’s “strange work,” His “strange 
act,” but we should remember that 
against all sin it is His sure act. This 
Edinburgh preacher, who has. delivered 
messages in all parts of the English- 
speaking world,.selects three examples 
of God’s judgment from the Old Testa- 
ment and two from the New Testa- 
ment. ~He tells us that his principal 
aim has been to contribute something 
toward restoration of confidence in the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God. “This 
is admittedly an indispensable condition 
of a new and better order after the war. 
—But it is now becoming evident that 
the judgments of God in the present may 
be interpreted, at least in part, in the 
light of the judgments of God in: the 
past.” He is well fitted for his task, 
being a scholar of no mean ability. Twice 
he has been awarded the Gunning Prize 
of the Victoria Institute for his Biblical 
research. The book is thrillingly inter- 
esting, leading directly to faith in the 
Gospel as man’s only_escape from judg- 
ment. 


From Cannibalism to Christ. By John 
S.. Hall, M.A. (Evangelical Publishers, 
366 Bay Street, Toronto 1, Can.; 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, $1.25.) Mr. Hall 
joined the Sudan Interior Mission in 
1916, and has been witnessing the mar- 
velous transforming power of the Gos- 


_plete New Testament. 
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pel ever since as he and his family and 
associates have preached it among the 
Tangale people. He and Gordon 

acham set up housekeeping together 
in a twelve-by-thirteen-foot hut and 
labored over the Tangale language. Mr. 
Hall finally filled twenty-eight note- 
books with language notes, spending ten 
hours a day with the natives and five 
hours by himself over his notes. In 
thirteen years’ time he had translated 
and published substantial portions of the 
Old Testament, together with the com- 
He also prepared 
a manuscript of 18,000 words on “Re- 
ligion, Myths, and Magic in Tangale,” 
which was accepted by the International 
Institute of African Languages and Cul- 
tyres and just about to be published by 
the Oxford University Press in England 
when war broke out. 

Mr. Hall has an entertaining; almost 
sprightly style. There are many cheer- 
ful, humorous touches here and there 
among the vivid pen pictures of heathen 
degradation. Mr. Hall tells of victories 
in the moral sphere, deliverance from 
demon possession; systematic Bible 
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BIBLE LESSON STORIES 
25c each 
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Humpty D a 
3Sceach = ra Tale of Two Cities 
The Second Coming of 
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1517 N. Third Street HARRISBURG, PA. 


The Christian 
Breet fous 


The Two Ways 





The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in. the church or Sunday 
Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 


school. 










ut + Mgt he Bante Seow SST 


Don’t miss it! Mail coupon today 
for “The Sunday School Teacher in Action,” a practical, helpful 
booklet that will inspire évery Sunday School worker. The 
tight is contrasted with the wrong. way- of Sunday 
School teaching in well-posed photographic illustra- 
tions and brief, stimulating text. For instance: 
Ptoper prayer preparation, maintaining class 
interest, danger of “favorites,” establishing 


tight teacher-pupil relationship, etc. 
“The Sunday School Teacher in 
Action” is a guide to success in meet- 


ing class problems. Send for it today. 
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New course SWORD OF 
- e i@ THE SPIRIT, by Bernice 
C. Jordan. A manual of 12 


excellent lessons on How We Got Our Bible, The 
Christian Warfare, Sin, and other salvation themes 


‘ including suggested songs and Bible drill. - $1.00. 


(postage additional) 
VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIVING, By Ruth 
Haycock. A manual of 10junique lessons ncluding The 
Victory Postage Stamp, Old Mother Hubbard, and 
other original stories. $1.00, (postage additional) 
Each manual complete with stories and Feltograph 
illustrations suitable for older children and young 
people. ORDER TODAY from 


The Bible Club Movement 
1505 Race Street - Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Write for FREE price list of supplies for children’s 
and young people’s work. 


BOOKS 2a 





Soul Winners 
““Acts’’ by Dr. H. A. Ironside °5', £3° 


fadey, for our big FREE catalog of the ‘‘best in Oe 
iene b Aad ** Receive also book and information of this 
faith work, active in serving Armed Forces and others. 
nding Christian Bookstore on the West Coast. 
ice ‘prompt, satisfaction assured. Write today 


WESTERN BOOK & TRACT CO., Inc. 


ide, Pres. 
Dept $T, 1719 Franklin $t., Oakland 12, Calif. 
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110,000 COPIES HAVE BEEN SOLD 


NEW TRAINING FOR SERVICE. by C. J. Sharp. 
Acclaimed outstanding soghgoes training course. 
Current, practical textbook for average teacher. 
Ag | lessons on the Bible; how to read it, study 

= teach it. Ins iring, instructive; perfect 

a nt study. per background upon 
whi ——e wrote” hk seapense 
among my peo >» veryone enthusiastic.” 
“Maintains a fine balance. 


Advanced Training Courses: Compiete line, with 
credits. Write us for free booklet, “Standard 
Training for Service Courses.” 


Order New. Trainin: 
Service from your Ie 


store, or address letter 
to our Desk ST-9 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


Bth and Cutter Strect+ 







Cincinnati, 3, Ohio 
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study in the schools, and church disci- 
pline (much needed in our own land 
today !). Among the many interesting 
photographic illustrations is a‘fine one 
of the Hall family, — father, mother, and 
eight children. The two eldest daughters, 
graduates of the Philadelphia School of 
the Bible, have now joined their par- 
ents as missionaries in Africa. Recent 
news received in this country has in- 
formed their friends that they are safely 
back at their beloved station in the 
Sudan. 


This is an up-to-date, thoroughly in-- 


teresting story of transformed lives un- 
der the worst of conditions, and a book 
worthy of a place among other out- 
standing missionary annals. 


A Gospel Manual. By Leonard S. In- 
gram. (Leonard S. Ingram, Leandro 
Valle, No. 1, Mexico, D.F., 25 cents.) A 
timely effort to answer some of today’s 
questions, regarding the Christian faith 
has produced a book small in size but 
rich in content, The author expresses 
in words of utmost simplicity great doc- 
trines which form the basis of Chris- 
tianity. His chapters on the sinfulness 
of sin and God’s perfect Sacrifice are 
especially good. There are one or two 
historical inaccuracies of minor impor- 
tance, and it is to be regretted that 
greater care was not taken in the print- 
ing of the book. But the approach to 
the message of the Word of God is 
unique. No one having read the book 
can possibly say that he does not know 
how to’ be saved. 

Me 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings oft thé International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


° September 18 to 24 


Mon.—2 Samuel 7:1-11. David’s Noble Purpose. 
PRAYER Succestions: “I had in mine 
heart to build an house of rest for the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord” (1 
Chron. 28:2). David’s good plan was 
not God’s plan. David’s desire to build 
a house for the ark of the covenant 
overlooked the fact that God had some- 
one else in mind as builder. We should 
be sure we have a Scripture warrant for 
our plans, or else we may find that we 
are out of step with the purposes of 
God. Many have been mistaken about 
their“ tasks, and have failed. Every 
noble purpose must haye God’s sanc- 
tion or else it will become a sin. - Pray 
for Spurgeon’s Colportage Association, 
Elephant Road, S.E. 17, London, Eng. 
Tues.—2 Samuel 7:12-17. Jehovah’s Promise, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My mercy shall 
not depart away from him.” God’s 
Word has a steadying influence upon 
the soul. When you can say, “The Lord 
says so and so,” you will have comfort 
in hours of confusion. God’s people may 


(Lesson for Sept. 24) 
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thus go through dark times with quiet- 
ness and joy. The promises of God 
are “checks on the bank of Heaven.” 
Cast not away your confidence in the 
Wofd of God. Pray for Spurgeon’s Or- 
~phanages, Clapham Road, Stockwell, 
London, S.E. 9, Eng. 
Wed.—2 Samuel 7:18-29. 
The King’s Thanksgiving. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Thou art great, 
O Lord God: for there is none like thee 
. . » according to all we have heard 
with our ears.” In a great disappoint- 
ment David found that God denied him 
one thing in order to give him a better 
blessing. Be as thankful when God 
sometimes says “No,” as when He says 
“Yes.” If He holds us back it is in order 
to help us into greater blessings. Pray 
for faith to believe God in the dark. 
Thurs.—Psalm 105:1-8. 
Jehovah’s Wonderful Works. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Make known his 
deeds among the people.” God’s great- 
ness unfolds with the years. In the 
future He will be revealed in greater 
glory. He has only just begun to show 
His marvelous works. His wonders are 
above, around, and beneath us. Seek to 
know Him more and.to make known 
the works of the Lord. Pray for your 
own spiritual enrichment in knowledge 
and experience of Christ. 
Fri.—Deuteronomy 8:11-20. 
Recognizing Jehovah’s Leadership. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Who led thee 
through that great and terrible wilder- 
ness.” It pays to look back upon the 
former years and to notice those things 
through which God led us safely. The 
backward look is important. The for- 
ward look will be the better for this 
retrospective view. When you can say: 
“Thus far the Lord hath led me on; thus 
far His power hath prolonged my days,” 
you are more likely to pray, “Lead me 
on.” Pray for a thankful heart in view 
of God’s past aid. 
Sat.—Isaiah 51:4-8, 
Jehovah’s Righteous Rule. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONsS: “My righteous- 
ness shall be for ever, and my salvation 
from generation to generation.” All 
God’s ways are righteous. He only does 
what is right. Consider His dealings 
with you. The more you know His ways, 
the more you will say: “Thy will be 
done.” Pray that you may stand fast 
in all the will ef God, which, as you 
know, is your greatest shappiness and 
usefulness. 
Sun.—Psalm 122:1-9, A Prayer for Peace. 
Prayer Succestions: “Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem: they shall pros- 
per that love thee.” You pray best 
for peace when you pray in the Bible 
way. Pray for Jews and for their 
restoration; pray for the Church and 
for her renewal in grace and power. 
Pray for all men and nations accord- 
ing to the will of God. Pray fora 
just peace among nations, 
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